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Heaven’s Language 
By Zelin M. Walters 


HEN that last door is opt ned 


Must one creep trem through, 
A peasant in a palace 


Abashed by wonders new? 


Nay, come thou Home in 

A King’s.son, posse 
Giad of his wonted kinship, 

Glad of his Father’s care. 


But, lest thou seem an alien, 
Doubtful, with downcast brow, 

Oh, soul! Be thou attentive, 
And learn Heaven’s language now, 


. 
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Their Land and Their Lord . 

Israel has rejected God’s greatest gift —‘His Son 
as her Messiah. Having rejected God himself long 
before his gift came, Israel lost the land that God 
d given her, just as he predicted. “Ye shall be 

plucked from off the land whither thou goest to pos- 
sess it. And the Lord shall scatter thee among alli 
people, from A one end of the earth even unto the 
other” (Deut. 28:63, 64). But the Lord has also 
predicted Israel’s ‘return to the land, and her repent- 
ance for her great rejection, “They shall look upon 
me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn 
for him, as one mourneth for his only son . . . they 
shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will 
say, It is | Beg people: and they shall say, The Lord 
is my (Zech. 12:10; 13:9). Prophecy can 
no more go than God can fail. The expulsion from 
the land took place; the return to the land has begun. 
Better still, Israel’s return to the Lord has 
News keeps coming from various parts of the world, 
telling of the new spiritual attitude of the Jews toward 
Christ.. A movement to assemble a great Sanhedrin 
at Jerusalem in order to reconsider the trial of Jesus 
and, if convinced that the trial and crucifixion of 
nineteen centuries ago were a mistake, to acknowledge 
this in confession and repentance before the whole world, 
has been fully reported in Toe Sunpay ScHOoL Ties 
and other journals. Communities of Jews in various 
parts of the world are responding to the Gospel as 
mever before. According to a Reuter report from 
Warsaw: “A new. Jewish ‘sect has been. recently 
established on ‘the eastern border of Poland, near 


Vilna, with headquarters at Kucewicze; its adherents, 
says the report, number 15,000, _ This association has 
decided to form a Jewish Church, ‘recognizing the 
deity of Jesus of Nazareth and studying the New 
Testament, still adhering, however, to general rabbin- 
ical regulations.” er similar movement, not 
quite so pronounced in accepting the deity of Christ, 

been reported in Hungary. Jews in America are 
studying the life and teachings and claims of Christ. 
What does it all mean? It means that God keeps 
his word; that God’s grace is greater than man’s sin, 
whether Jew or Gentile; it means, from the signs 
predicted in God’s Word, and now being fulfilled be- 
fore our eyes, that the time is soon at hand when “all 
Israel shall be saved.” It means that, before long, the 
Jews will be the greatest missionaries and evangelists 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ the world has ever seen. 
For: “if the fall of them be the riches of the world, 
and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; 
how much more their fulness?” (Rom. 11: 12.) 


a 
Shunning Unreality 


It is easy, even for Christians, to slip into affec- 
tation and insincerity. Yet Christ is the Truth. We 
never can think of our Saviour and sham as having 
anything in common. It may be easy. to keep away 
from obvious falsehoods and sham; but it is also easy 
to mingle a bit of unreality with the real in our 
Christian life and testimony, Surely as children of 
Light and Truth, Christians should set their faces 
steadfastly against this. The editor of a well-known 
newspaper sent to his friends, as his Christmas card 
last December, a simple but challenging message. 
The card was printed from an engraved plate on a 


- chaste and beautiful gray surface, the only decoration 


being a sketch of an ink bottle witha quill pen, sheet 
of note paper and envelope, and this was the mes- 
sage: “When Ian Maclaren’s Probationer was urged 
to ‘choose texts which could be read with effect and 
employ arts of oratory’ he demurred, lest he ‘come 
nearly to wnreality in a holy thing.’ So this messenger 
carries simply the old Christmas greetings in the old 


Christmas way.” If we would all avoid anything that 
might bring us “nearly to unreality in a holy thing,” 
the Lord himself would rejoice to say, as often now he 
cannot, “Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 


guile Y 
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Our Unhindered God 


Men’s philosophies cannot defeat God’s wisdom. 
Men’s theories cannot block God’s program, His 
plan for establishing Christ’s kingdom on earth is 
not pleasing to most men; it discounts their right- 
eousness and ability, and strangely conflicts with their 
idea of gradual improvement wrought by men. A mas- 
terly article recently published in The Presbyterian 
of Philadelphia, by Dr. Joseph Taylor Britan,' on 
“P ospects of World Peace,” has this searching word: 
“Now the glorious news of the Gospel is simply this: 
Christ has a program for establishing peace on earth. 
That program is revealed in the Word. I know that 
many who are inclined to be philosophical object to 
the teaching in Scripture that Christ comes suddenly 
in person to earth again as the ‘stone’ which crushes 
and destroys the power of the despots and grafters and 
devils; I know that there are philosophica! difficulties 
in the teaching that Christ ‘shall rule with a rod of 
iron,’ that he shall come with a two-edged sword in 
his mouth to smite the nations; but I suspect that 
these same philosophical theories which trouble some 
men will not be found hindering the Almighty from 
accomplishing this proposed and purposed program,” 
Thank God, they will not! The Book of Job makes 
stirring reading for today, when. so many men are 
putting their philosophies above God, “Who can hin- 
der him?” asks Job concerning God. And God asks 
some questions of Job that he is asking of men today 
who deny his Word. “Where wast thou when I laid 
the foundations of the earth? . Shall he that con~ 
tendeth with the Almighty instruct him? . . . Hast 
thou an arm like God?” Let us answer, with Job, “I 
know that thou canst do every thing,” and let us 
rejoice as God answers: “I will work, and who can 
hinder it?” (Isa. 43:13, R. V.) 


How God’s Will is Done in Heaven 


By An Unknown Christian 


pray. There, in Heaven, is our pattern of servy- 

ice. Now we should expect to be told to think 
of their worship. But our Lord calls our attention 
to that marvelous, yet mysterious unseen world, and 
tells us to regard the perfect service of the angelic 
host not only as a pattern, but as a plea! Our serv- 
ice for our Master is to be fashioned according to 
the “pattern shown us in the mount.” The angels 
beholding the face of our Father in Heaven look to 
him for guidance and for power. So must we, if our 
prayer is to be granted. 

We are not to pray to either angels or saints. “See 
thou do it not!” would be their rebuke: for we are 
fellow servants with all who have “the testimony of 
Jesus” (Rev. 19:10; 22:9). So we are fellow serv- 
ants with the angels of Heaven! And our Lord who 
said, “After this manner ... pray ye,” also taught 
us to pray that his will might be done on earth as it 
is done by the angels in Heaven. It is not their 
knowledge, or their blessedmess, or their power, that 
is set before us as an example, but their service. 

If it is God’s highest desire for us that we should 

serve him as the angels do, then their obedience must 


be perfect and complete, What are the most striking 
features of their service? 


1. Theirs is a constant service. If the saints who 
“have washed their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb... serve him day and night 


in his temple” (Rev. 7: 14, 15), then we may be sure 
the angels do the same. ~ 


Ces bids us think of the angels when we 


This is the ninth article in the series on “Perfect 
Prayer,” or “The Lord’s Prayer in Practice,” by the Un- 
known Christian of England. The series will continue in 
The Sunday School Times im frequent issues. 


And is there not an important lesson here for us 
-——and one we are so slow to learn? 

We have never pictured to ourselves an angel “off 
duty,” just going about his own business, or pleasure; 
now and again “taking up a little bit of work for 
God” —as God’s children put it. 

Do you say, “Yes, but they always have such bright 
and glorious tasks to perform’? 

Have they? Would you care for the task of stand- 
ing at Eden’s gates with a flaming sword to keep 
sinful man and woman from the tree of life? Would 
you care to be sitting in a tomb wherein a dead body 
had recently lain? We find angels doing apparently 
very little and insignificant duties. “He shall give his 
angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 
They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash 
thy foot against a stone” (Psa. or: 11, 12). It must 
seem a thankless task for any angel to attempt to 
keep us in the narrow way — just guarding our feet! 

Our Lord speaks of guardian angels for little chil- 
dren (Matt. 18:10). Those angels, in serving chil- 
dren, are serving God. Mother, nurse, little maitien, 
your loving, unstinted, unselfish’ care over that little 
child is service for the living God! So then even 
this added clause about Heaven in the Lord’s Prayer i is 
a clear call to holy living, and self-sacrificing service. 
No duty of any sort or kind that falls to our lot need 
be regarded as “secular.”. “Whatsoever thy hand find- 
eth to do, do it with thy might” (Eccles, 9: 10), and 
do it “as unto the Lord.” Nothing is otk that God 
gives either an angel or us to do. And nothing is 
worth doing that God does not give us to do. Even 
the very “steps” of a good man are ordered by the 
Lord (Psa. 37: 23); and angels of Heaven are about 
our. path to keep us in the way, and to support us; 
and Christ himself is always with us. Therefore he 
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desires us to regard all the details of our lives as 
service for him. 

2. Then you have of course noticed that the angels 
do us service. Their time is not all spent in tuning 
golden harps and using them for praising their God; 
or in doing his bidding in the control of an infinite 
universe. ; 

The angelic host is entirely at our service. “Are 
they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to do serv- 
ice for the sake of them that shall inherit salvation? 
(Heb. 1:14, R. V.) This may have reference chiefly 
to our physical safety and comfort. Does not the 
Holy Spirit tend our spirits? Yet “angels came and 
ministered” unto the Lord Jesus at the time of his 
temptation (Matt. 4:11), And an angel came and 
imparted inward (and perhaps spiritual?) strength 
to him during his agony in the garden (Luke 22: 43). 
And thank God they minister unto us. We have 
already seen that we are a lesson-book to the angels. 
Yes, they watch us, they closely observe our doings. 
How they must wonder at the feebleness, and the 
half-heartedness, at times, of our service! One can 
well imagine the angels saying among themselves, “If 
those children of God only knew what we know, only 
saw what we see, how « gerly and joyfully and zeal- 
ously would they seek to know God's will and do it! 
If they only knew the value of a soul, and the joy 
we feel over every one that repenteth, and the bliss 
that comes from absolute obedience to the Lord!” 

3. Then the angels’ service is utterly unselfish, An 
angel never does anything from seifish motives. They 
never seek prominence, position, fame, or power. They 
and their talents are absolutely devoted and dedicated 
to God. Divine ownership goes through and through 
them so as to shut out, and keep out, all traces of 
self. Think of their unfeigned delight over one sinner 
that repenteth. Do we also rejoice? Or do we sus- 
pect ulterior motives, and scent hypocrisy, and won- 
der if he will stand? ; ; : 

Think/ how they keep the feet of the imperiled saint 
as he treads life’s rugged way. Do we ever watch 
the footsteps of others to keep them in the right path? 
Our Lord, in referring to his brethren the Jews, said, 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me” (Matt. 
23:40). Have we ever done anything ‘to win_the 
Jews for Christ? Do we ever pray for them? “Pray 
for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that 
love thee” (Psa. 122:6). We cannot live a sinful, 
or a slothful, or a selfish life if we truly pray, “Thy 
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” 

Unselfish service! Think of Ascension Day when 
the gates of Heaven were swinging back upon their 
golden hinges and the rapturous angelic hosts were 
praising God and saying, “Lift up your heads, O ye 
gates; even tit them up, ye everlasting doors; and 
the King of glory shall come in” (Psa. 24:9). Now 
surely even angels have their likes and dislikes? Yet 
we find two of that glorious company missing from the 
orchestra of Heaven. They had been sent, and had 
gladly come, below to tell the wondering disciples 
what it all meant. “He has gone back to Heaven— 
but is coming again!” (Acts 1:10.) They sink their 
preferences in the will of God. “Bless the Lord, ye 
his angels, that excel in strength, that do his command- 
ments, hearkening unto the voice of his word... 
Bless the Lord, O my soul” (Psa. 103: 20, 22). 


4. Theirs is a gladsome service. Their service is 
not only free, and spontaneous, constant and. universal 
—for among them there is never a dissentient voice; 
never a rebellious will or an unwilling mind — but they 
delight to do God’s will. We cannot imagine such a 
thing as a sulky, or miserable, or a grumbling angel! 
No! They go about their work praising the Lord 
forever and ever. Their very service is praise! Yet 
singularly enough the Bible speaks only three times 
of angels singing. 

They sang at the creation of the world. Did they 
not foresee some new revelation of God’s love? “The 
morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy’ (Job 38:7). Are not the angels 
included here? Then they sang at the dawning of the 
day of redémption, when the Lord Jesus became the 
Babe of Bethlehem. “And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men” (Luke 2: 13, 14). 

Then we are told that they will sing at the dawn 
of the day of glory. There will be a united outburst 
of praise, when side by side with all the redeemed, 
the angels of God will hymn his praises. “Every 
creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all 
that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, 
and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever” 
(Rev. 5: 13, 14). 

Well, we are to serve God in like manner. There 
is always cause for praise! There is never cause for 
murmuring. Let us go about “the trivial round and 
common task” remembering to call nothing “common” 
that God commands, but with melody in our hearts 
and praises on our lips, endeavoring to do God’s will 
on earth as the angels do it in Heaven. 
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5. They never forget that they are in God’s~ pres- 
ence. That is the secret of their service and their 
song. Gabriel may come to this earth, and his feet 
may tread the sacred courts of the temple. But when 
Zacharias doubts the truth of his message, his suffi- 
cient answer is, “I am Gabriel, that stand in the pres- 
ence of Ged” (Luke 1:19). Sent by God, yet ever 
in his presence. 

Could we see the guardian angel of some child in/ 
the crowded streets of our cities, and ask him his 
business, he would reply, “I am watching over this 
little one, but although I am here below mine eyes ‘do 
always behold the face of your Father which is in 
heaven’” (Matt. 18: 10). 

Do you say that this is a source of inspiration that 
is not for us? Is that true? Did not our Lord say 
to his disciples, ‘‘All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth. Go ye therefore, ... and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world”? (Matt. 
28 : 18-20.) 

But service like that of the angels needs a holiness 
like theirs. .We cannot live falsely if we are to serve 
truly. Our heart must reflect Heaven. There must 
“in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither 
whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie” 
(Rev. 21:27). We shall never be able to say, “We 
have no sin” (1 John 1:8) until the Lord Jesus comes 
again; but we can exercise ourselves “to have always 
a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward 
men” (Acts 24:16). 

Then we may comfort ourselves that we have some- 
thing which apparently is not the privilege of angels — 
that is, Christ dwelling in our hearts by faith (Eph. 
3:17). 

The angels excel in strength, and we excel in weak- 
ness. But Christ said, “My strength is made perfect 
in weakness.” So we can say with Paul, “Most gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my weaknesses [marg.], 
that - power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Cor. 
12:6). 
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Does Scripture Predict the Jews’ 
Return in Unbelief to Their Land? 


Will you please give me your opinion on the fol- 
lowing statements: 

“Genesis .17: 14 says that every Jew who is un-~ 
circumcised is cut off from the covenant. Most of 
the Zionists are modern Jews and are not circumcised. 
Therefore Zionism is not a fulfillment of prophecy 
concerning the return of the Jews to Palestine. It is 
Abraham’s spiritual seed (Gen. 17: 5, ‘nations’) 
whose eyes are turning more and more to Jerusalem 
as their focus.” 


These statements are not in accordance either with 
the Scriptures or with the present-day facts. 

There seems to be no reason to suppose that the 
statement about modern Jews and circumcision is cor- 
rect, but rather that the fact is quite the contrary. 

Certainly the whole world knows that Zionism today 
is largely a political movement, the great majority of 
those participating in it being unbelievers so far as 
their Messiah Christ Jesus is concerned, and being 
actuated largely by commercial and political motives. 

The Scriptures plainly and repeatedly declare that 
the Jews will return to their land in unbelief, just as 
is happening before our eyes. Repeated Old Testa- 
ment prophecies show that God’s terrible judgments 
must fall upon Israel after she has returned to the 
land, because of her continued unbelief there and her 
rejection of her Messiah. This is shown, for example, 
in Zephaniah 2: 1-3, when the Lord commands Israel: 
“Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O 
nation not desired [or, nation that hath not shame]; 
before the decree bring forth, before the day pass 
as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the Lord come 
upon you, before the day of the Lord’s anger come 
upon you.” Again, in Zechariah 13:8, 9, we find the 
prophecy that two-thirds of all the number of Jews 
that are in the land just before the Lord’s return must 
be cut off and die, because of their unbelieving attitude 
toward God. “And it shall come to pass, that in all 
the land, saith the Lord, two parts therein shall be 
cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein.” 
Of the third part, which is to turn to God and Christ 
in repentance and belief, the prophecy continues: 
“And I will bring the third part through the fire, and 
will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them 
as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I 
will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they 
shall say, The Lord is my God.” 

Those who would study the subject further will 
find much valuable information, both from Scripture 
and from current events, in an article that appeared 
in THe Sunpay ScuHoot Times of January 25, 1930, 
by Thomas .M. Chalmers, on “Israel’s New Tragedy, 
and the Tribulation to Come.” Mr. Chalmers wit- 
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nessed. something of the riots in Palestine last sum- 
mer, and has interpreted them to Times readers in 
the light of prophecy. The Scriptures are being ful- 
filled in the course and ruin of the Zionist movement. 
In a letter to the Editor Mr. Chalmers writes: “The 
entire tribulation grows, from the divine side, out of 
the unbelief of Zionism. It is a new national rejec- 
tion of the Messiah of Israel.” - 


a 


Would the New Calendar Be 
Nearer Lunar Time? 


Some months ago THE Sunpay ScHoot TIMES 
(November 2 issue) published an _ editorial note 
entitled “ ‘Improving’ on God’s Laws,” and called at- 
tention to the fact that men are again proposing to 
“improve” on God’s week of seven days, as they have 
done in the past. The Russian Soviet “Eternal Cal- 
endar” is now in effect, giving seventy-three weeks 
of five days each, instead of fifty-two weeks of seven 
days each, in the year. Attention was also called to 
the Committee of the League of Nations that is work- 
ing on a radical plan for a change of calendar that 
would give us thirteen months in the year instead of 
twelve, each month to be of four weeks of seven days 
each, with an extra day a year to make up the odd 
amount. An Illinois reader wrote as interesting let- 
ter of friendly criticism, as follows: 


I think you will be glad to know of a slight inac- 
curacy in your editorial statement reading: 

“Even the League of Nations has its. Committee 
working on a radical plan for a change of calendar 
that would give us thirteen months in the year instead 
of twelve, each month to be of four weeks of seven 
days each, with an extra day a year to ‘take up the 
slack.’ This would be an ‘improvement’ on our pres- 
ent calendar of lunar months, determined by the moon 
which God has set in the heavens. Some of these 
man-exalting, God-defying plans will prevail for 
Wie ae 

I have not the slightest interest, except to disap- 
prove, in any new. calendar. However, an exact 
month “determined by the moon which God has set 
in the heavens” would be just under 29 days. You 
state that the proposéd League of Nations’ month is 
28 days,—certainly our average month is nearly 
30% days. Therefore if a lunar month is divinely 
ordained, the proposed change would seem to 
slightly in the direction of the divine plan. 

So far as I can remember there is no evidence in 
the Bible that any period of time, other than the 
sabbath — one day in seven, is specially ordained as 
a permanent order. 

Personally I dislike changes which tend to upset 
orderly life habits; but I think we may be too prone 
to claim divine sanction for what we approve and 
divine disapprobation for what we disapprove. 


The Illinois reader is right in noting that we are 
all in danger of claiming divine sanction for what 
we approve and divine disapprobation for what we 
disapprove. Bit he does not seem to be correct in 
applying this principle to the question under discus- 
sion, for his statement as to the length of the lunar 
month is not in accordance with the facts. 

Any good encyclopedia or dictionary, and standard 
textbooks on astronomy, show that the lunar month 
is a little more than twenty-nine and a half days. To 
be exact, it is 29 days, 12 hours, 44 minutes, and 2.7 
seconds. Stated decimally, it is 29.53059 days. In- 
stead of being “just under 29 days” as the Illinois 
correspondent says, it is just over 29% days. There- 
fore the proposed new calendar under consideration 
by the Léague of Nations, based on a month of 28 
days, would be farther removed from the lunar month 
than the present calendar of twelve months averaging 
a little less than 3014 days. 

Furthermore, early in Genesis the months ‘are reck- 
oned at thirty days each, as we see from the account 
of the flood in Genesis 7:11, 24; 8:3, 4. . We are 
told that the flood began in the second. month, the 
Seventeenth day of the month, that it continued for 
150 days, and that at the end of 150 days “the waters 
were abated. And the ark rested in the seventh month, 
on the seventeenth day of the month, upon thé moun- 
tains of Ararat.” It is evident that five months of 
thirty days each make 150 days, and exactly five 
months from the seventeenth day of the second month 
brings us.to the seventeenth day of the seventh month. 

Later on, as the Davis Dictionary of the Bible 
points out, the ‘Hebrews appeared to have used the 
lunar month, but generally throughout the Scriptures 
when a. month is spoken of thirty days are meant 
While this does not show us that God ordained the 
average thirty-day month, its recognition in the Scrip- 
tures may reasonably be understood as implying either 
the divine ordaining or the divine approval. There- 
fore radical changes in the calendar, such as were 
made at the time of the French Revolution and are 
now made in atheistic Russia, and such as are pro- 
posed to the League of Nations, cannot be said to be 
based on a reverent, prayerful seeking of God’s will 
and study of the “two great lights; the greater light 
to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night,” 


which he created and placed in the heavens for ‘man’s 
blessing. 
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The Atheists’ Ten Demands and Five Fundamentals 


As they “take counsel together, against the Lord, 


By Maud Howe, candzetiulh Busade 














of Atheism, popularly known as the 4-A, makes 
the following ten demands: 
Ten DEMANDS 

1. Taxation. of church property. 

2. Elimination of chaplains and sectarian institutions 
from public pay rolls. 

. Repeal of laws restricting the rights of atheists 
and enforcing Christian morals. 

. Abolition of oath in courts and at inaugyrations. 

Non-issuance of religious proclamations by Chief 

Executive. 

. Erasure of the superstitious inscription “In God 
we trust” from our coins, and the removal of 
the church flag above the national flag on bate 
tleships. 


Te: American Association for the Advancement 
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the public schools. 

. Suppression of the bootlegging of religion through 
dismissing pupils for religious instruction during 
school hours. 

9. Secularization of marriage, with divorce upon re- 

quest. 


10, Repeal of anti-evolution, and anti-birth control, 
and censorship laws. 


The Five Fundamentals of Atheism are the follow- 


io) 


Five FUNDAMENTALS 
1. Materialism. The doctrine that Matter, with its 
indwelling property Force, constitutes the reality 
of the Universe. 


2. Empiricism. The doctrine that all ideas come 


from _experience, and that, therefore, man can 
form no conception of God. 


3. Evolution. The doctrine that organisms are not. 


designed, but have evolved, mechanically, 
through Natural Selection. 

4. The Existence of Evil. . The patent fact that 
renders irrational the belief in a beneficent, 
omnipotent being who cares for man. 

5. Hedonism. The doctrine that happiness here 
and now should ‘be the motive of conduct. 

The ten demands of the American Association for 

the Advancement of Atheism would bring in an era 
of lawlessness and abandonment impossible to con- 


_ template. 


It is well sometimes to get the . viewpoint of the 


:... other side; let me give some figures and deductions 


presented by atheists themselves, that we may draw 
therefrom lessons as to how mon-Christians view 
what they regard as. inconsistent following of the 
Christian faith  — : 

In connection with church property, read the fol- 
lowing quotation: “The destruction of churches by 
fire and lightning disproves divine providence; but it 
is a fact against which churchmen provide protection.” 

Referring to the Census Bureau’s tabulated state- 
ment of valuations with regard to the twelve largest 
denominations, we are given the following figures 
(American churches) : 


Baptist bodies ...... aie ealbed peleies cas 6c OeGRIER Se OOe 
Christian Science cee ee eeeeeeeeeeeeces 69,416,000 
Congregational ...... ceecbeesebtoceces. $64,222,000 
Disciples of Christ ..cccccevcceccesss 114,850,000 
Jews ee eee 100,890,000 


Lutheran bodies. ....ccccccecccccceces 273,409,000 
Methodist bodies ....cccccccccesccsss 654,736,000 
Presbyterian bodies ....cccccccsecccess 443,572,000 
Protestant Episcopal .....cecccceseeess 314,596,000 
Roman Catholic .....32ccscesccccsese’s 837,271,000 


Upstarians —..... <0 Sccosbesbescpecoccc arene 
Universalists ...... ecccscesseccccesss £5,826,000 

cnciggeteioeetns 
Total $3,486,326,000 


It is estimated that the present value of the churches is 
above four billion dollars. 


Protest is made against the exemption of more than 
the above four billion dollars’ worth of property from 
taxation, which Atheism claims is therefore spread 
upon other property. An average tax rate imposed 
on the churches’ property would add $160,000,000 to 


- the public revenues the indictment continues, and the 
~ remark follows: “The Church calls herself the bride 
‘ of Christ. But as he does not support her, she is 


forced into dishonorable relations; this kept- woman 
of the State is supposed to repay those from whom 
the State collects money by looking after their morals, 
—but what is the conduct of the Church worth as a 
moral example?” 


Exclusion of the Bible as a sacred book from . 


The Canadian Christian Crusade, of which Mrs. 
Howe is Secretary, is one of the many Christian 
agencies raised up of God to meet the attacks of 
the American Association for the Advancement 
of Atheism. Thus the 3-C is meeting the attacks 
of the 4-A. Four is an earthly number; three a 
divine number; these figures in this great con- 
flict seem more than accidental. 

Two articles in this startling series by Mrs. 
Howe on “Atheism’s World-Wide Attack on 
Christianity” have appeared in the Times of Feh- 
ruary 8 and 15. A fourth article will appear in 
next week’s issue, continuing the examination of 
the Atheists’ Five Fundamentals. The series will 
continue during the spring, reporting the author’s 
interviews with former Sunday-school teachers 
now working as members of the 4-A; an account 
of the Youth Movement’s stranglehold on Chris- 
tianity; and a frank exposure of many other sober- 
ing and tragic facts, with which Christians ought 
to be acquainted in order to carry on intelligently 
the war which is “not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spir- 

itual wickedness in high places.” 














These clever men, as many of them undoubtedly 
are (yet lacking in the wisdom that is from above), 
fail to grasp the fact that they are confusing terms. 

The real Church of Christ is not a building 
made with hands—it is a body of people. , 

Some years ago a few girls and boys organized 
weekly picnics, always keeping the one aim in view, 
soul-winning. After games and supper, away in the 
beautiful country air, under God’s glorious roof of 
silvery clouds, they read His matchless Word, listened 
for His Voice, and in the hush of surrendered lives, 
sang of His everlasting love. That group of young 
men and women meeting together in a field to worship 
their Leader, the Lord Jesus Christ, constituted a 
church. 

We are so finite in our values. We speak in terms 
of earthly horizon—the promise speaks of heavenly 
occupancy. We speak of overcoming sin—the prom- 
ise speaks of a place of victory by faith, above prin- 
cipalities and powers of darkness, from which position 
the Christian believer is not supposed to expend his 
strength in fighting a dead foe (his old carnal nature), 
but to join issue with the conquering Christ, taking 
unto himself the whole armor of God in a battle for 
the souls of others. . 

We speak of a “time” of perfect happiness — the 
promise speaks of endlessness, when there shall be no 
such thing as “time.” ; ; . 

We are so limited down here, so circumscribed with 
our definitions and explanations. No wonder the 
enemies of take us up on earthly valuations when 
so many calling themselves by the name of Christ 
have not sensed the heavenly ‘assessments. 

The same answer applies to the atheists’ “demands” 
and their “fundamentals.” Paradoxically we have no 
answer because the real disciples of the Lord Jesus 
Christ do not speak their language; we should not 
understand one another if we attempted an explana- 
tion. 

They have not learned the A B C of the Christ- 
language. The language of “religion” is cold and 
hard; they quote from the latter to give point to their 
arguments, as in one pamphlet going out in thousands 
throughout the werld at the present time. A few ex- 
tracts will give some idea of the force with which 
these facts, for they are facts, strike those who have 
not known Christ. < 

The leaflet is entitled “Ambassadors of God,” and 
has as an Introduction: “The following men are 
heroes of religion. Some are Catholics, others are 
Protestants; take your choice, according to your de- 
nominational preference. 


Catholics: Tomas de Torquemada— Tortured 
thousands, 
Pope Alexander VI — Kept a mistress. 
Pope Gregory IX — Burned heretics. 
Protestants: Martin Luther — Endorsed bigamy. 
John Calvin — Burned Servetus at the 
stake, 
John Knox — Intolerant. 
Jonathan Edwards — Preached infant 
damnation.” 
Each of these cited instances is followed by a 
detailed account from “Encyclopedia Britannica,” and 
like authorities. 


They omit to say that although in the name of 
religion many heinous crimes have been committed 
all down the centuries, none of them have the sanction 
of Christ, who said, “Judge not.” 

The whole basis of any possible argument fails be- 
cause we cannot start from a mutual foundation. To 
quote from a letter received from the President of 
the 4-A, “It [a letter he had received from a Chris- 
tian] has no more definite meaning than the algebraic 
term containing an X.” 

Atheists are in accord with Ingersoll’s claim, that 
“for thousands of years men and women have been 
trying to reform the world. They have created gods 
and devils; heavens and hells; they have written sacred 
books, performed miracles, built cathedrals, and dun- 
geons; they have crowned and uncrowned kings and 
queens ; they have tortured and imprisoned, flayed alive 
and burned; they have preached and prayed; they have 
tried promises and threats; they have coaxed and per- 
suaded; they have taught, and in countless ways have 
endeavored to make people honest, temperate, indus- 
trious and virtuous; they have built hospitals, and 
asylums, universities and schools, and seem to have 
done their very best to make mankind better and hap- 
pier, and yet they have not succeeded.” 

And the born-again follower of the Lord Jesus 
Christ joins issue with every sentence of that indict- 
ment, adding that the Leader of Christianity never 
propounded a doctrine of reformation, but of regener- 
ation. 

To quote another’s expression, they confuse religious 
professors with Christ-possessors, 

The world is sick and weary of “isms” and “re- 
forms” and “professions”; the human heart cries out 
for a living person, an understanding friend, a power- 
ful advocate, and Christ says, “Come unto me... I 
am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.” But atheism will go 
every way to find if there be a God except the one 
and only way possible to find Him; they deplore con- 
ditions for which they blame religion, —but religion 
is not Christ. 

They seem to miss the significance of the fact that 
2 the religious people of His day who crucified 

rist, 

The short cut to improved surroundings is to work 
from the inside out. The indwelling Christ turns 
drunkards into sober men and women, cruel fathers 
and ‘mothers into tender-hearted guardians of the 
lives entrusted to them, defiant lawbreaking sons and 
daughters into courteous obedient children. But the 
Gospel is too simple for these “wise” men; they re- 
fuse to become as little children; they want to pay some 
price and by their own good works reach a glorious 
objective; yet there is nothing to do— it’s all done. 


“There’s nothing to do— it’s done, 
No atonement myself to make, 

There’s uttermost pardon, ‘unspeakable gift,’ 
And nothing to do—but take.” 


Let us consider the five fundamentals of Atheism. 


_ “1. Materialism. The doctrine that Matter, with its 
indwelling property Force, constitutes the reality of 
the Universe.” 

What has brute force accomplished so far? In 
national life it has its type in the Nero of infamous 
history, the man whose implacable hatred and craven 
fear of a rival made him a bully, coward, and mur- 
derer. In political life it. has, time and time again, 
plunged the whole world into war and bloodshed. In 
private life we see today, with the influx of modern 
thought (that yet is as old as the hills), Force pre- 
aaa everywhere, with its tragic results on every 
side. 

“2, Empiricism. The doctrine that all ideas come 
from experience, and that, therefore, man can form no 
conception of God.” 

Two young atheists sat together one day, discuss- 
ing “thrills’—they had sampled all they knew, and 
because of great wealth had to a large extent avoided 
the consequences so far as the law was concerned. 

The conversation was unusual. ‘“That’s going too 
far,” one said. “Bah, I knew you'd funk it,” the other 
replied. “Anything with a real thrill, that calls for 
a real dare, is worth while. All new ideas come from 
experience; we carmot know unless we experiment.” 
“Murder isn’t a new idea, and this would be murder,” 
insisted. the first speaker again. “Sh, not so loud. 
Martyr, not murder, would be the term,” replied his 
friend, glancing quickly around. 

The result of this talk was the laying of plans that 
exceeded expectation. They were caught, and; the 
whole civilized world was horror-stricken by the afrest 

















































































































180 * 


of two young seciety men who had sought a new 
“thrill” from the experience of killing a younger lad. 

They posed as martyrs to a cause, and scores of 
young men and women who believe in these God- 
defying cults secretly, or openly, regard them as such. 

Another youth, who admitted that the beginning 
of his career downward was due to the doctrine of 
Evolution, and who paid the extreme penalty, was the 
recipient of many letters of admiration for his “beau- 
tiful crime.” One such read, in part, “You have lived 
gloriously —even Greece fell.” ; 

The growing strength of radicalism in our educa- 
tional institutions is indicated by the fact that in ninety- 
seven colleges and universities there is a representative 
of Atheism, seeking to enroll recruits, ever more suc- 
cessiully. 

Bahaism, a movement operating under the cloak of 
a divine religion, is another outlet of materialism and 
empiricism combined. A “Sun of Reality” is classified 
as having many “rays,” a few of which it may be 
illuminating to quote: 


“The third ray is the establishment of universal 
peace.” 

“The fifth ray is the promotion of: universal fel- 
lowship.” 

“The eighth ray is the abandonment of religious 
prejudice.” 

“The ninth ray is the organization of education,” 
and so on. 


More efforts after “experience,” this time with the 
high-sounding catch phrases of universal peace, uni- 
versal fellowship— we wonder what “the abandon- 
ment of religious prejudice” includes in its program!! 

All absolutely opposite to the teachings of Christ; 
poisonous doctrines that have a peculiarly bewitching 
effect upon youth, appealing to their natural desire for 
freedom from control, independence of thought, and 
wholehearted good nature. As far removed from the 
Christ-taught “dying to self” as night is from day. 


“3. Evolution. The doctrine that organisms are not 
designed, but have evolved, mechanically, through 
Natural Selection.” 


“The world is getting better and better” doctrine. 
Optimism is the best thing for our boys and girls. 
Everything will come out all right in the end; we are 

on the up grade. But a tree is known by its fruits. 
‘Does it work out so? Is the evolutionist satisfred with 
the finale of his creed? 

Into our office the other day came a young man 
asking advice about the wrecking of his faith, owing 

° to the apparent discrepancies in the Word of God. 
Inquiry elicited the information that the “truth” of 
evolution could only result in a throwing up of his 
theology course. Asked how this had come about,. 
he stated that while evolution was not absolutely in- 
sisted on, the whole weight of opinion was for it; that 
at first he had not minded the .attitude of “Well, when 
you have a little more knowledge, you'll know better” 
on the part of his teachers, but that insidiously, little 
by little, he had been drawn into questioning the faith, 
until now he did not know where he was. 

I was speaking at a little mission a few weeks ago. 
At the close of the meeting, a rather poorly dressed 
man asked if he could speak to me. The same sad story 
—this time a son. I did not think he could mean a 
son at college; he looked as if he needed all the help 
his family could give him— just an honest working 
man. But it seemed that he had.saved and denied 
himself to send this lad to college. To quote his own 
words: “My son went into that college full of faith 

- in the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour, but I don’t 
know what he believes now. He's no good for the 
ministry, he hasn’t any message,” 

It was hard to hear, but how much harder to tell! 
Thank God there is always the mighty force of prayer, 
and we made a compact to pray, believingly. 

We are told that this professor and that scientist 
conclusively prove the truth of Evolution, but no men- 
tion is made of the other professor and scientist, of 
equal or better standing, who can even more con- 
clusively uphold the Word of God_.as true. 

A statement published by the Atheist Society reads 
as follows: “In England anti-Evolution is regarded 
as a joke. Ata recent Conference of the British As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Science, Sir Arthur 
Keith, president of that august body, concluded his 
memorable inaugural address, which now ranks with 
Tyndall’s materialistic manifesto at Belfast fifty years 
ago, by declaring: 

“*What is man’s origin? Was Darwin right when 
he said that man, under the action of biological forces 
which can be observed and measured, has been raised 
from a place among the anthropoid apes to that which 
he now occupies? The answer is Yes! and in return- 
ing this verdict I speak but as foreman of the jury 
—a jury which has been impaneled from men who 
have devoted a lifetime to weighing the evidence.’ 

“The 4-A [The American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Atheism] immediately cabled Sir Arthur: 
‘We hail with joy your uncompromising championship 
of the ape ancestry of man. Your boldness and plain 
speaking will encourage Atheists the world over, ” 

But alongside this “boldness and plain speaking” 
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they omit to place the refutation immediately put out 
by many men of well-known scientific standing, medi- 
cal men, and others. 

In the recent controversy started by Sir Arthur 
Keith upon “Life After Death,’ which appeared in 
the Evening Standard, May 10, 1928, large numbers 
of well-known medical men and others of scientific 
standing fearlessly avowed their unshaken belief in 
the Bible and its witness. 

One writes: “The thanks of very many of us in 
the medical profession are due to your paper for 
the editorial. Sir Arthur Keith’s opinions are not 
universally held by us.. It is a very great pity that 
such statements as his are made at all, as the finite 
mind is not able to grasp the infinite and immortal. 
The hope that has cheered millions, of meeting their 
loved ones again, we know to be true, and must not 
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be taken away. I dare say that -at the end of our 
lives we would rather have a Bible tiear at hand than 
the latest book of science.” 

Another writes: “Sir Arthur Keith has made a 
sweeping assertion about the materialistic philosophy 
of doctors. Owing to the frequency with which the 
statement was then being made, that men of science 
did not believe in Christianity, we wrote and asked the 
greatest of them whether the assertion was true or 
not in their case. ‘Hundreds of them replied in the 
negative, and gave us leave to publish their replies.” 

Does ~Evolution work? It certainly does — for 
Atheism; and the atheists claim it as their own doc- 
trine. They state openly, “Evolution is Atheism; it 
substitutes mechanical law for supernatural intelli- 
gence, banishing God from biology.” 

TORONTO. 








And the testimony of a well-known Chinese 
Christian to the blessings of unceasing prayer 








Maxims on Prayer | 
By the late Arthur T. Pierson, D.D. 














The late Thomas E. Stephens, founder and Director of the Great Commission Prayer League, was a man of 
prayer. On one of the back pages of his Bible he wrote that he had been deeply impressed by sentences in a 
leaflet entitled ‘‘Maxims on Prayer.’’ It is made up of fifteen maxims from the late Dr. Arthur T. Pierson 
(reprinted by permission of Marshall Brothers, Ltd.); a testimony from a secretary of the Student Volunteer 


movement in China; and a brief comment by the editor of the pamphlet, A. E. McAdam. 


given in full, may 


EFORE making definite choice of an object in 

prayer consider well whether the Spirit of all 
prayer lays it as a burden on your heart. That being 
clear, “pray without ceasing,” till you have the answer, 
or, at least, the assurance of answer. 


2. Those who deliberately choose for themselves the 
part of supplicator and intercessor will study to meet 
all the conditions of a true channel of blessing, remov- 
ing all known obstacles either to the inflow or out- 
flow of the Holy Spirit’s fullness. All privileges have 
their price. 

3. Prayer is the very breath of piety. There is 
therefore no surer index of what you are spiritually, 
than what, in your inmost self, you most desire and 
yearn for; and of this the true prayer habit is the 
natural and necessary expression. 


4. “Come boldly unto the throne of grace.” The 
rent veil has opened to all believers the way to the 
mercy seat. God is more willing to answer than we 
are to ask. Let us not interpret beseeching as though 
it were besieging. We have only to ask and receive. 


5. Believers have never reached the limits to the 
possibilities of prayer. Whatever has. been attained 
or achieved has touched but the fringe of the garment 
of a prayer-hearing God. We honor the riches, both 
of his power and love, only by large demands. 


6. Do not measure the blessing of prayer by feelings. 
When you feel least like praying you need it most. 
Satan uses discouragement and despondency. to break 
up habits of supplication; but a traveler might as well 
give way to drowsiness and inaction when in danger 
of freezing! 


7. Prayer is an all-inclusive duty. The injunction 
to “pray” is, at least, a sevenfold command: it means 
“Acquaint thyself with God,” “Keep thyself in his 
love,” “Study to show thyself approved unto God,” 
“Taste and see that the Lord is good,’ “Walk by 
faith, rot by sight,” “Be anxious for nothing,” and be 
a co-worker together with him. 


8. True prayer is seeking first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness. It puts first things first, and 
so according to his promise, God adds the secondary 
good, unsought. When we guard his interests he 
takes care of ours. Nothing so tends to merge our 
will into his as real prayer: 

9. There is a great advantage in united prayer. It 
makes intercession more unselfish, We are prone to 
give undue emphasis to what personally affects us and 
our narrow circle of sympathies and interests. To 
join with other devout souls in prayer enlarges its 
range and scope and refines its spirit. 


10. God uses intercessory prayer to comfort and 
sustain. others in great crises. A missionary being 
reproached for “burying himself in China,” calmly 
responded that he always felt, in any danger or diffi- 
culty, “the prayers of two thousand converts holding 
him up.” 

11. A prayerless disciple is an obstacle in the way 
both of God and man. The barrier to the conversion 
of men may, in God’s sight, be found not more in their 
evil hearts of unbelief than in the unbelief of his own 
children who have no grip on his promises or power. 
_ 12, Time is not a necessary factor in prayer. Yet 
it 1s necessary to take time to pray. <A ruffled lake 
cannot reflect the starry heavens, and a disturbed and 
restless soul gets little vision of God. We need to 
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wait before him, get calm and quiet. Then when we 
realize. his presence, praying becomes natural, as the 
child asks of his father who is before him. 

13. There are Scriptural terms of prayer, mainly 
seven: abandonment of known sin, a forgiving spirit, 
unwavering faith, spirituality of motive, in Jesus’ name, 
according to.the will of God, and importunity. .Com- 
pare Psalm 66:18; Mark 11:25; James 1:6, 7; 4: 
3; John 14:13, 14; 1 John 5:14, 15; Luke 18: 1. 

14. Keep before you the grand leading promises to 
the prayerful; God’s immediate help, the possibilities 
of faith, and of abiding union with Christ, God’s in- 
finite power and riches in glory, rest from anxious 
cares, and the special promise to those who are in 
agreement. Compare Isaiah 65:24; Mark 9:23; 
John 15:27; Ephesians 3:20; Philippians 4:6, 7, 10, 
and. Matthew 18: 19. 

15. Be encouraged by Scriptural examples of in- 
tercession such as that of Abraham for Sodom, Job 
for his friends, Moses for Israel; Samuel for “Saul 
and the people, Elijah for the heavenly fire and flood, 
Daniel for his felfow captives, Paul for Israel and 
fellow saints, and the great intercessory prayer of 
our Lord. Compare Genesis 18:23, 33; Job 42: 10; 
Exodus 32: 30-34 and Numbers 14: 11-21; 1 Samuel 
7: 5-12 and 12: 16-25; rt Kings 18: 36-46; Daniel 2: 
16-23 and 9: 3-23; Romans 9: 1-3; 10:1; Ephesians 
1: 15-23; 3: 14-21 and John 17. 

O thou hearer of prayer, thyself “teach us to pray,” 
show us that path of life which leads straight up the 
shining way to the throne of grace, and develop in us 


this crowning grace of intercession. In the name of 
Jesus. Amen. 





Ding Li Mei, Secretary of the Student Volunteer 
Movement in China (of whom Dr. J. R. Mott says 
those who know him best will tell you that the dynamic 
secret of his life is the central place which he gives 
to intercession), has enumerated the following ten out 
of the uncounted blessings which he himself has experi- 
enced in the practice of this habit: 


1. I am so much with the Lord that he seems my 
closest Friend. 


2. My spiritual life is refreshed like the sprouting 
grain with rain. 
3.. Justice, peace, and joy constantly fill my soul 


as the light fills the heavens and I get uncommon 
strength. 


4. When I study the Bible I seem to see Heaven 
opened, aitd realize that I am having communion of 
heart with Christ himself. ; 

5. When I talk about the Gospel in private or in 
public I have an unshakable confidence that the hand 
of the Lord is supporting me. 

6. My love has been steadily expanded until I now 


am conscious of no man in the universe whom I can- 
not love. 


7. When I fall into sin, whether secret or open, 
whether great or small, I experience an immediate 
rebuke of conscience, which drives me at once to con- 
fession and repentance. 


8. In all my work for the Lord, although the re- 
sults. are not alike evident or immediate, I do not 
know of any effort that has been in vain. 


9. Intercessory prayer has greatly enlarged my circle 
of friends among God’s co-workers, and through the 
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Lord’s kind care these friendships will never cease, 
but will continue to grow thus far excelling the friend- 
ships of the world. 

10. And best of all, I am not the only one who is 
trying to persevere in intercession. Others in my own 
and in other Christian organizations, both men and 
women, in church and school and ministry, have like- 
wise been banded together in similar covenants of 
prayer these same twenty years. I am _ personally 
acquainted with not less than ten who have their in- 
dividual lists for prayer besides the cycles prepared 
for the use of groups. They are unanimous in their 
testimonies to the blessings of this habit. 





In these days of.unparalleled opportunity for inter- 
cession I have ‘published this leaflet that every reader 
may learn by these maxims and the living example of 
Ding Li Mei the secret of prevailing prayer. 

Intercessors who can bring the nations into touch 
with God at this juncture are the greatest asset they 
possess. No praying man or woman accomplishes so 
much with so little expenditure of time as when he 
or she is praying. If there are limitations, they are 
not in God, but in ourselves. It has been well said 
that “God is brooding over this unhappy world with 
a passion of love, with an infinitude of power. He is 
seeking with all the intensity of his nature to save 
and redeem man!” If only he might find some men or 
women who believe ‘in that love, who believe in that 
power, who are prepared to count upon it, to depend 
upon it, to stake their all upon it, that love and power 
would be released in a marked degree for the redemp- 
tion of the world. Shall we be among those men and 


women? “If there should arise,” it has been said—° 


and the words are surely true to the thought of the 
Lord Jesus Christ — “one utterly believing man, the 
history of the world would be changed!” 
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The Victorious Life 














The March Month-End Conference 


HE February month-end conference at Keswick 

Grove, N. J., was probably the most blessed and 
in many ways the best yet held. The capacity of the 
main building was taxed until it was not possible to 
take any more delegates. The testimony meeting on 
Sunday afternoon revealed something of the deep 
working of the Holy Spirit through that conference 
in which burdened souls had found peace and joyous 
relief in the Lord Jesus. Some in bondage had begun 
to enjoy freedom, and discouraged ones were leaving 
the conference with a new faith'in our all-sufficient 
Lord, believing that he is able to help them through 
temptation and trial. 

One of the outstanding features of the conference 
was the unusually blessed ministry of Dr. J. East Har- 
rison, author of “Reigning in Life,” whose Victorious 
Life Bible Studies seemed so definitely to satisfy the 
need in so many lives. To all who have heard Dr. 
Harrison, it will be good news to know that he has 
consented to speak for the Memorial Day Victorious 
Life Conference to be held at Keswick, May 29 to 
June 1. : 

The next month-end conference at Keswick will be 
held March 28-30, and the Rev. O. R. Palmer, pastor 
of Berachah Church in Philadelphia, will bring mes- 
sages daily; also Charles A. Blatchley, Haddonfield, 
N. J., who will bring practical messages on the Chris- 
tian life. For further information, or for reservations, 
address Addison C. Raws, Secretary, Keswick Grove, 

















And changes wrought by the Gospel 








Alaskan Heathenism Fifty Years Ago 








By Ernest Gordon | 
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was a vast country where heathen tribes, un- 
checked, murdered one another, held slaves, burned 
witches, and groveled in dirt and immorality. The 


Te Alaska to which Hall Young 4 went in 1878 


“Indian settlements were built along the beaches and 


were filthy with decayed fish, carcasses of dead dogs, 
skeletons of animals and even of human beings, for 
the bodies of .slaves were denied cremation. Men, 
women, and children lived— fifty or sixty of them 
together — in community houses without privacy, sani- 
tation, or morality. Heathen mothers sold their own 


.daughters for a blanket or two. Dissipated American 


soldiers had left their offspring and their diseases in 
these communities. Nearly all the younger men and 
women had syphilitic sores. : 

From one-half to two-thirds of the goods bartered 
with the natives for their furs was black molasses. 
Soldiers had taught the natives how to make rum. 
Whole villages would get drunk, mothers lying sense- 
less on the ground with hungry babies crawling over 
them; the men quarreling and indulging in knife play. 


This villainous drink was made in more than half 


the community houses. Torturing of witches and sac- 
rifice of slaves went on without government interfer- 
ence. Four years after the building of Fort Wrangell 
a community house with totem pole under its shadow 
was erected for a new chief. In honor of the event 
ten slaves were brained at one time with the same 


greenstone ax and sent to wait upon the dead chief in 


Sickagow, the happy hunting ground of the Thlingits. 


“Witches” Six and Ten Years of Age 


Here are some illustrations of the sorrowful plight 


.,0f these people. One thing noticed in those days was 


the great number of lame women; their walk had a 


.., peculiar flop that gave them the name of “side- 
_ wheelers. 


: _ The cause? When a girl baby was born, 
especially if she belonged to a “good family,” the mid- 
wife immediately dislocated one or both hips of the 


“poor infant “in order that they might be more prolific 
‘mothers.” This horrible practice, which peopled Alaska 


with hundreds of hopeless cripples, was put down only 
with great difficulty. 

Witchcrait and spirit possession were as rampant 
here as in Central Africa. The manner of binding a 
witch was cruelty itself. She was stripped, her hands 
bound behind her back, the rope then being passed 
round her ankles and her feet drawn up to her hands 
and tied so tightly that the flesh would be cut. The 
braid of hair was then pulled down and bound to 
hands and ankles. Feet, head, and hands were thus 
made to meet behind the back. In this agonizing pos- 
ture she was thrown into a dark hole under the floor 





1 This article is based on “Hall Young of Alaska, ‘The 
Mushing Parson.’” An autobiography. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $4.) 


and left to roll helplessly on the hard ground. From 
time to time she would be visited by medicine men 
and whipped with “devil’s club,” a thorny cactus with 
poisonous spines. No food was given her but large 
quantities of salt water to increase her thirst. If she 
persisted in denying that she was a witch, fat spruce 
splinters were stuck in her flesh and set afire. She 
was dragged sideways over the sharp stones of the 
beach to lacerate her naked body and subjected to 
other torture too indecent to record. 

Dr. Young rescued a girl of six who had been 
treated in this way and whom he discovered under 
the floor of an Indian house. When asked how long 
since she had eaten anything she replied, “Many days.” 
It is worth recording that her father was an American, 
a former collector of customs at Sitka! At one time 
there were seven girls and six boys in the Presbyterian 
mission schools who had been charged with being 
witches. One boy of ten, of the Hoonah tribe, had 
been tied up, whipped with cactus, and threatened with 
death. His mother cut him loose at night and gave 
him her little canoe and some dried salmon, telling him 
to go to the mission for protection. He paddled after 
dark .to escape observation, and after twenty days 
reached the mission “weary and haggard with a flicker- 
ing light of terror in his eyes.” 

Anyone who doubts the fact of demon possession 
and its association with idolatry (in this north coun- 
try, totemism) should read chapter eleven of Dr. 
Young’s autobiography. The medicine man of Alaska 
is, or was, blood-brother to the medicine man of 
Ashanti (West Africa), and back of both of them are 
the powers of darkness. The chief of these demon- 
possessed, in Dr. Young’s early Alaska days, was one 
named Klee-a-keet who had six familiar spirits. In 
his trances he called on demons and cursed the mis- 
sionaries, and on one occasion sought to sink a knife 
made of a Russian bayonet into Dr. Young’s breast. 
The whole Indian community was in terror of these 
Shamans, and they had more reason to feel terror 
than many realize who do not understand what is in 
the background of their deceitful doings. 

All in all a people to repel and dishearten the Chris- 
tian pioneer. But Dr. Young and his associates were 
not disheartened. They put their years and their 
strength and their patience and their faith into the 
work, and their investment was repaid many fold. 
Witchcraft, medicine men, potlatches, persecution are 
things of the past. Community houses have given way 
to family homes; the introduction of industries, saw- 
mills, salmon canneries, have contributed to induce 
steadiness of occupation and life. Industrial and other 
mission schools have trained and developed the young 
people. And best of all the Gospel again has showed 
itself to be the power of God unto salvation. 

The Auk Indians, for example, were at the bottom 
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of the scale of Indian life. Dr. Young searched them 
out. His Indian helper, Tow-a-att, though a Chris- 
tian, rebelled. 

“Why do you go to see these worthless savages?” 
he asked. 

“Because they are human beings,” returned Young. 
“Our message is to all men.” 

“Yes,” grumbled the old chief, “to all men, but these 
are not men but dogs.” 

The Auks were worm-eaters “living on those queer 
annelids that are found along certain beaches and 
which, though six inches in length, when tapped stiffen 
up until they are an inch in diameter.” Other tribes 
had crowded the Auks off the best salmon streams and 
seal ranges and often seized them to make slaves of 
them. When: Dr. Young started meetings Tow-a-att 
said, “You must not ask me to lead in prayer at these 
meetings.” Such was the current Indian feeling re- 
garding these Alaska pariahs. But the Auks them- 
selves were pathetically glad to hear the Christian 
message. Although no schools or missions were es- 
tablished in their small villages nearly all of them 
became Christians and moved to the vicinity of Juneau 
and Douglas. 


The Christian Bride of a Hoochenoo 


The Hoochenoos were the last large tribe to accept 
Christianity. Their moral status can be understood 
when one ‘remembers that it is to their tribal name 
that we owe the term for illicit liquor. In 1923 Cap- 
tain Pratt came among them to get pupils for Carlisle. 
Three girls at Haines were eager to go with him, but 
could not overcome the opposition of their mother. 
Finally their tears and begging led to a compromise. 
They were sent to the Training School at Sitka, and 
one of them, Frances Phillips, became the recognized 
leader there in scholarship and all school activities. 
She also became an earnest Christian. 

Later she married a Hoochenoo who was descended 
from the famous witch-doctor, Klee-a-keet, and moved 
to the notoriously evil town of Angoon. She induced 
her husband, who was a man of property, to build a 
church and to preach here. She herself prepared the 
sermons. Meetings were held every Sunday, and there 
were midweek prayer-meetings. Frances developed 
into one of the strongest characters in Alaska and was 
known as “the beloved one” of her tribe. Dr. Young 
when visiting Angoon was taken by her from house 
to house, she relating as she went the history of the 
different families, all of whom had come under her 
personal influence. The women had learned from her 
the proper care of babies; the young people had been 
taught lessons of morality and decency, and in general 
she had transformed the town. After several days of 
meetings Dr. Young organized the church with sixty 
members. Where screeching and howling of medicine 
men and drunken yells were once heard are now hymns 
of praise and prayers of devotion. Instead of being 
the most feared and hopeless heathen town in the 
— Angoon is now one of the cleanest and 

est. 

“Our dear Frances,” wrote Dr. Young, “lived only 
long enough to see her cherished plan of a church or- 
ganization completed. She was taken deathly sick 
and carried to the government hospital in Juneau. On 
Sunday morning word was brought us that she was 
dying. The little church was not far distant, and 
Frances sent word to open the doors and windows 
and sing, 


My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus’ blood and_ righteousness. 
On Christ the solid Rock I stand 

All other ground is sinking sand. 


The dying woman joined feebly with an ecstatic 
smile on her wan face and soon passed away. Angoon 
is one of our best examples of what the seeds of the 
Gospel, sown in weakness in the midst of terrible dis- 
couragement, have brought forth. 

On one six weeks’ journey Dr. Young traveled over 
eight hundred miles visiting seven tribes, thirteen 
towns, and about thirty camps. None of these had 
ever heard the Gospel before. “I never felt the joy 
of this quite so keenly as at Yindestukki. As I talked 
people came crowding more and more into the room. 
I heard a cracking sound; they were tearing off the 
hewn planks that formed the sides of the building and 
were listening through the apertures. Heads appeared 
even around the smoke-hole on the roof, eager to 
hear what we had to say. When I had finished cries 
would come, ‘Go on! Go on! A good word, a new 
word, tell us more.’ And here as always the message 
that kept them and held them motionless and avid was 
the Great Message of the ‘Man who came down from 
Heaven to die for us.’” 

One vivid contrasting picture of past and present 
opens with the present. Dr. Young is visiting the new 
town of Hydaburg. He passes by a beautiful little 
manse to the church filled with people. Families oc- 
cupy their own pews, and the pews are well supplied 
with hymn books. He preaches in English and is well 
understood. 

After the service a fine looking Hyda stevped up 
to him and began to sing. The hymn was Beulah 
Land, —in broken English, “I’ve leached the land of 
co’n an’ wine.” ‘He called to the doctor’s remembrance 
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his visit to the Hydas years before and his seal-hunt- 
ing in the open sea. “When Sunday came you say, 
“lhis is God’s day; better not go hunt seal. Stay in 
camp; I will tell you stoly about God.’ All day you 
talk Jesus-talk. Three little boys, so high [indicating 
with his hand] come to you; all day you teach them to 
sing; you give them sugar and teach them: 


O Gulah Lan’, sweet Gulah Lan’ 

As on de highes’ wount I stan’ 

I look away acloss the sea 

Where wansions are repaired for me.” 


Dr. Young’s memory went back to the time when 
the tom-tom of the medicine man was heard as a sort 
or under.one to the life of the Hydas, when volumes 
of thick black smoke pouring from the chimneys of 
the houses revealed the hootch distilling going on 
within. He recalled the disorder of the encampment, 
little naked boys and girls running about, women in 
biankets and cosmetics, men half-clad lying around and 
listening with curiosity to what the stranger was say- 
ing, and three little boys following him about like 
puppies and trying desperately to master the swinging 
rhythm of “Beulah Land.” ‘Today the man who sang 
“Gulah Lan’” is an influential elder in the church, his 
son a trustee, and his little granddaughter plays the 
church organ. Not a drunken man or medicine man 
or hooch maker is allowed within thirty miles of Hyda- 
burg. 

The natives of southeastern Alaska are now a Chris- 
tian people! 

New Hampton, N. H. 
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** Toronto—1930” 


HE Quadrennial Convention of the International 

Council of Religious Education will meet in To- 
ronto, Canada, June 23-29. Delegates will be in 
attendance from all parts of the United States and 
Canada. One of the very interesting features will be 
the unveiling of the statue of Robert Raikes, which 
is a replica of the statue on the Victoria Embankment 
of the Thames River, London. This is in recognition 
of the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary since 
Robert Raikes, at Gloucester, England, began what has 
culminated in the modern Sunday-school and its de- 
velopments in religious education. 

The Executive Committee of the World’s Sunday 
School Association will assemble in Toronto on June 
21. Delegates will be present from various parts of 
the world. This is the one meeting of the World’s 
Executive Committee which will be held between the 
Quadrennial Conventions: “Los Angeles — 1928” and 
“Rio de Janeiro — 1932.” 


**Rio de Janeiro—1932” 


| get are already writing to the World’s Sunday 
School Association, 216 Metropolitan Tower, 
New York City, indicating their intention of being 
delegates to the Eleventh Convention of the World’s 
Sunday School Association, which will be held in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1932. The Tenth Convention 
was in 1928 at Los Angeles, Cal., and there were 
7,031 registered delegates. 

A preliminary statement about travel plans will be 
announced at the Quadrennial Convention of the In- 
ternational Council of Religious Education which will 
be held in Toronto, Canada, June 23-29. 


** Prospects” for the Home Department 
By Jennie £. Stewart 


N OUR Home Department roll we have members 

who are members of .other churches in town 
which have no Home Department. We have mem- 
bers who are members of denominations not repre- 
sented in our town. We have members who are 
members of our own denomination elsewhere but 
have never attended church here and have never 
bothered to transfer their membership. We have mem- 
bers who are not church members or even professed 
Christians. 

Any aged or shut-in person, any person who is 
employed at the Sunday-school hour, any mother who 
must stay home because of family cares, any isolated 
family who cannot attend Sunday-school because of 
distance, and who do not belong to a Home Depart- 
ment elsewhere are prospects for your department if 
you can interest them. 

While we say church membership is not necessarily 
a requisite for Home Department membership, it is 
the privilege and duty of the Home Department to 
bring before every member of the department the de- 
sirability of church membership whenever it seems 

en aoe 
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possible for such member to join a church, yours or 
another of his own preference. 

If the Home Department member is a church mem- 
ber elsewhere, he should place his membership in the 
town where he lives, because it is a help to him to have 
a church home near by even though he cannot attend. 
He gets the attention of the pastor and the men’s class; 
or in the case of a woman, she can have the attention 
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of the Mothers’ Club, the other women’s organizations, 
and the church in general. 

If the member prefers a church in town having no 
Home Department, even though it may mean losing 
his name from your roll, you should try to get him 
to join his own church or report his name to his own 
denominational pastor for attention. 

BouLper, Coro. 








Unusual points in the Sunday-school 
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From a Layman’s Notebook on Matthew 





By Ernest Gordon 








Uncertain and Firm Rocks (April 6) 
AIAPHAS is a variant of Cephas. The Jewish 
( rock Caiaphas and the Christian rock Peter to- 
gether illustrated the bankruptcy of human 
character at the trial of the Lord: Caiaphas by his 
injustice, Cephas by his cowardice and dishonesty. 





What the disciples had learned thus far was that 


Jesus is the Christ. This wasgsummed up by Peter in 
the Czsarea Philippi confession. Upon it is now 
built the further teaching of the atoning death of 
Christ, which is the content of the remainder of the 
Gospel history. 





“Be it far from thee, Lord,” is literally, “Mercy on’ 


yourself, Lord.” In the twenty-second verse of chap- 
ter fifteen the Syrophtenician woman had uttered her 
Kyrie eleison, “Lord, have mercy on me,” and the Lord 
cured her little daughter. In the seventeenth chapter 
when the distressed father appealed to the Lord, 
Kyrie eleison again, “Lord, have mercy,” he rebuked 
the Devil and the child was cured. 





“What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul?” finds echo in Paul’s 
words in Philippians 3:8: “The loss of all things, 
... that I may win Christ.” 

Gain, kerdese, the whole world — That I may win 
Christ, kerdeso. 

Lose his soul, zemiothe — Loss of all things, ezem- 
iothen. 

A papyrus uses the word zemia for the bones thrown 
out on the street to the dogs. Lose his soul, zemiothe, 
throw it out as if after death personality were but a 
refuse of old bones. 


A Paradox of Conversion (April 13) 

George Bowen, missionary and mystic, says of this 
incident : 

“There is something very startling in this declara- 
tion of Christ. If he had said, ‘Except ye be converted, 
and become as the angels of God, ye shall not enter,’ 
we should not have been so surprised. But instead 
of requiring us to put on angelhood, he requires us to 
put off our humanity as we know it, to put off our 
manhood, and become as little children. It is what 
we have that is our hindrance. How shall a rich 
man enter the kiigdom of Heaven? We must strip 
ourselves of the spoils of life; must renounce our 
merit, our works of righteousness, our superiority to 
others, our wisdom, our strength, our wealth, all in 
which we have trusted; must be converted from our 
own goodness, must be as little children, to be educated 
in the school of Christ. 

“What can a little child do all by itself in this great 
selfish world? an it earn its own bread, ‘put strength 
into its own litt! hands, fight its own battles? No, 
it needs one that has strength, wisdom, love, and in- 
vincible patience. So with the converted man. And 
it is in Christ that he finds this perfect complement 
to his own insufficiency.” 





Our Lord qualified his approbation of childhood. 
ceo receive one such”; for there are also corrupt 
children. 


“Jesus Teaching Forgiveness” (April 20) 

The unmerciful servant “went out, and found one 
of his fellowservants. “Went out” is a key word of 
the parable. He stepped out of the confines of the 
kingdom, out of the presence of God, forgetful of his 
own obligations because of his great sin and its for- 
giveness. 





Christ’s forgiveness was not calculated or calculable. 
It was a forgiveness of sin, not sins. It was not to 
be computed in numbers. 





Deissmann mentions a Florentine papyrus of the 
year A. D. 85, a report of judicial proceedings in 
which the governor of Egypt, Septimius Vegetus, de- 
clares a certain Phibion worthy of scourging because 
“on his own authority he had imprisoned a worthy 
man, his debtor.” Here is a contemporary parallel to 
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the parable of the wicked servant and the system of 
personal execution by imprisonment for debt. 

The Roman law allowed a creditor to seize his 
debtor and drag him before the judge. Roman writers 
often speak of twisting the neck of a debtor till the 
blood flowed from nose and mouth. 





I read recently of a Chinese pastor who, in preach- 
ing on money, referred to its demonic quality. He 
showed how the word “money,” in the olden times, 
was written by the Chinese with an ideograph made 
in the shape of a knife. This was to warn people of 
the terrible havoc which followed its wrong use. The 
wicked servant used the knife with which his bonds 
had been cut to stab his fellow servant in the back. 


Easter Lesson (April 20) 


What did he see that convinced him? He saw the 
napkin rolled as it had been rolled about the sacred 
head, and not unrolled. He saw the swathings lying, 
keimena (used as passive of tithemi, laid out as the 
dead body was laid out, Matt. 28:6; Luke 24: 12, 
Abbott-Smith Manual Greek Lexicon, Charles Scrib- 
ner’s Sons). They were not folded, not heaped, but 
lying or laid out in the position they held when they 
enclosed the body of the Crucified. 

The body was waited through the burial cerements 
with their heavy load of myrrh and burial spices as 
it passed through the stone that closed the tomb’s 
entrance and as eight days after it passed through the 
walls of the room in which the disciples were gathered. 

The grave held the whole mystery of death and 
resurrection. The apostles stooped to look into it, 
parakupsas, and its precious content of enacted truth. 
The angels are represented by Peter in his first epistle 
(1:12) as stooping to look into the prophetic revela- 
tions involved in the predictions of Christ’s sufferings 
and glory following. The word of the resurrection 
story, parakupsai, is used by Peter. He could not but 
have remembered its use concerning himself in the 
resurrection story. 


“Why Callest Thou Me Good?” (April 27) 


The important thing to remember is that in no re- 
corded instance in Jewish literature was a Jewish 
rabbi addressed as “Good Master.” This adjective 
“good” was reserved for God alone, whom Jewish 
writings described as “the Good One of the World.” 
What the Lord Jesus did was to deny to the rabbis 
this title of sinlessness and to deny any classification 
of himself with them. The Lord Jesus refused to 
allow the application of the word “good” or “sinless” 
to himself as teacher merely. He was not, as the 
Unitarians say, a moral guidepost, a mere ethiker, 
but God manifest in the flesh. “My goodness marks 
me out as God, not as a human teacher, or as a ‘Mas- 
ter’ in rabbinic interpretations.” In other words, this 
passage, instead of being an affirmation of human im- 
perfection in Jesus, really teaches his divinity. 





“He went away sorrowful.” Mark uses the word 
stugnasas, gloomy, overcast,—the word which our 
Lord uses (Matt. 16:3) for dull weather. This joy- 
ous youth who came to Jesus running, in his exuber- 
ance, suddenly darkens in face. No wonder, and no 
wonder also that the disciples were “exceedingly 
amazed.” The rabbis declared that it was unlawful 
to give away all one’s possessions. At most a fifth 
might be dedicated. They described poverty as worse 


than all the plagues of Egypt together, the worst 


affliction that could befall a man. 

The disciples may have secretly nourished plans for 
acquiring wealth in “the kingdom” as they pictured it. 
Jesus may have had this in mind and so have spoken 
to them indirectly when speaking to the rich young 
ruler. The latter could not surrender his will and 
the rabbinical point of view regarding wealth. He 
went away with his wealth or rather, as some one has 
said, his wealth went away with him. 

Christ’s promise was a hundredfold in this life and 
life everlasting. The Christian was to receive the 
things of this life in payment for service and sacrifice, 
for here he is the doulos, the slave of Christ. He ‘is 
to inherit life everlasting, for that is his as son of 
God and heir of the promises. 

New Hampton, N. H. 
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LESSON I. 


APRIL 6. THE LAW OF THE CROSS 
International Uniform Lesson.— Matthew 16: 13 to 17: 27 


Golden Text.— If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.— Matt. 16: 24 











The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


HE lessons of last Quarter were occupied with 
I the early life and ministry of the Lord Jesus. 
That ministry had resulted in a sifting process, 
as all work of God does. On the one hand, those 
who rejected the Lord Jesus were rapidly becoming 
more embittered in their opposition; and on the other, 
the disciples gradually had their minds so cleared that 
they had come to the great issue of acknowledging 
him as not only the Messiah but the Son of God. 
Probably the events of this lesson may be placed about 
a year before the crucifixion. 


The Practical Aim 


To lead the pupils to real consecration to the Lord 
Jesus. 


Verse by Verse 


Matthew 16:13.—Cesarea Philippi. This was the 
most northerly point in the Holy Land reached by our 
Lord. The Greek name of the city was Paneas, 
which survives in the modern Banias. The Greek 
name was derived from the god Pan who was wor- 
shiped in the neighborhood. Czsarea was beautifully 
situated on a rocky terrace under the slopes of Mount 
Hermon. It was a few miles east of Dan, the old 
Israelitish frontier town. 

The Son of man. The question was really this: 
In what sense do the people believe me to be the Son 
of-man? In the sense that Daniel meant, or in some 
lower sense? 


Verse 14.—Jeremiah. He seems to have been named 
simply as representing the prophets generally. Per- 
haps in some editions of the Hebrew Old Testament 


-the Book of Jeremiah stood at the beginning of the 


later prophets instead of Isaiah, the more usual ar- 
rangement. 


Verse 16—Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God. Observe the antithesis in this answer. 
The Son of man is the Son of God. This confession 
not only sees in Jesus the promised Messiah, but also 
in. the Messiah recognizes the divine nature. It was 
this claim to deity that aroused the violent hostility 
of the Jews. If the Lord Jesus had claimed to be 
merely a human Messiah that might even have been 
admitted. 


Verse 17.—Blessed art thou. The blessing was 
antecedent to the confession, not consequent upon it. 
It was by the blessing of God, that is, by the opera- 
tion of the Holy Spirit in his mind that Peter had 
been enabled to understand about the Lord Jesus. 
Bar-Jonah. Bar is Aramaic for son, and answers to 
the Hebrew Ben. 


Verse 18.—Thou art Peter, and upon this rock. 
Petra is the Greek for rock, and there is an evident 
play upon the two words here. But the word petra 
is not simply equivalent to Petros. That is, it is not 
the personal Peter who is the rock upon which the 
Church is built. The petra is the central doctrine of 
the Church, namely, the Godhead of its Lord. Yet 
there was a reason for naming Peter in connection 
with this petra. To him had been granted the spir- 
itual insight to discern and the courage to confess this 
great truth, and therefore it was his privilege to be 
the first scribe instructed to the kingdom of Heaven 
(Matt. 13:52). And it was to Peter as such that 
the commendation was addressed. On this text mainly 
rests the enormous pretenses of the Pope of Rome. 
Note ‘therefore: 


(1) That it was to Peter with the great confession 
upon his lips that the words were spoken. 

(2) This Scripture does not stand alone, We must 
take the whole teaching of the. Bible to discover the 
whole truth. The Church is “built upon the founda- 
tion of the apostles and prophets” (Eph. 2:20), on 
Christ himself- (1 Cor. 3:11). : 

(3) Peter was by no means an infallible repository 
of truth. Even here he was immediately afterward 


_Sebuked by his Lord for his inability to understand the 


cross (v. 23). Years afterward he was rebuked by 
Paul for compromising (Gal. 2:14). 

(4) ‘He did not always take the first place among 
the apostles, even on important occasions. It was 
James, not Peter, who presided at the Council in Jeru- 
salem (Acts 15:13). And tlie importance of that 
occasion was so great that if Peter had really been 
the first among the apostles he would certainly have 


presided. He appears at that scene as a witness, not 
as a judge. , 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 53: 7-12. : 
i opic: Proving Our Love for Jesus. 
Lesson Material Matthew 16 : 13-20. 
Memory Verse: Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.—Matt. 16: 16. 
Junior Topic: Proving Our Love for Jesus. 
Lesson Material: Matthew 16: 13-26. 
Memory Verse; Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.—Matt. 16: 16. 
latermediate and Senior Topic: Denying Self for Christ. 
Topic vo Seem People and Adults: Cross-bearing in the Chris- 
tian Life. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
16 : 13-20 

16:13 Now when Jesus came into the parts of Caesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Who do men 
say ‘that the Son of man is? 14 And they said, Some say 
John the Baptist; some, Elijah; and others, Jeremiah, or 
one of the prophets. 15 He saith unto them, But who say 
ye that I am? 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, 
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 And 
Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Si- 
mon Bar-Jonah: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it 
unto thee, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I also 
say unto thee, that thou art ? Peter, and upon this * rock 
I will build my! church; and the gates of Hades shall not 
prevail against it. 191 will give unto thee the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou 
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 20 Then 
charged he the disciples that they should tell no man 
that he was the Christ. 

21 From that time began ‘ Jesus to show unto his dis- 
ciples, that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many. 
things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and the third day be raised up. 22 And Peter 
took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, °Be it far 
from thee, Lord: this shall never be unto thee. 23 But 
he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: 
thou art a stumbling block unto me: for thou mindest 
not the things of God, but the things of men. 24 Then 
said Jesus unto his disciples. If any man would come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow me. 25 For whosoever would save his life 
shall lose it: and whosoever shall lose his life for my sake 
shall find it. 26 For what shall a. man be profited, if he 
shall gain the whole world, and forfeit his life? or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his life? 

1 Many ancient authorities read, that I the Son of man 

am. See Mark 8:27; Luke 9:18. °2Gr., Petros. *%Gr., 

petra. ‘Some ancient authorities read, Jesus Christ. 
®Or, God have mercy on thee. 

Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International 
Council of Religious Education. 








(5) Lastly, even if Peter had had precedence over 
the other apostles, which he had not, and if he had 
been Bishop of Rome, as to which there is no historic 





My Cross 
By Amos R. Wells 


Y CROSS is the summit of sorrow, my cross 

is the acme of woe; and yet I am happy upon 
it, for the Saviour will have it so; I am strangely 
triumphant upon it, in spite of the grief and the 
pain, for the Saviour is hanging beside me, and we 
are together slain. The rabble is crowding about 
me and mocking with bitter cries; so al! are scorned 
and derided whom the mad world crucifies; so he, 
my Saviour, is scouted who hangs on the cruel 
tree: when the Son of God is derided what else can 
fall upon me? The heavens are black with portent, 
the earth is a burden of death; no breeze is blown 
from the heavens but carries woe in its breath; the 
globe is quaking with terror, the veil of the Temple 
is rent, and all my forces are broken and all my 
powers are spent; yet my cross is a throne of glory 
all earthly splendor above, for the King is throned 
beside me, the King of infinite love; the Sovereign 
of earth and Heaven is dying here at my side, and 
what is a higher honor than thus to be crucified? 
How small a part of his sorrow a suffering mortal 
shares, when he the infinite burden of earth's iniquity 
bears! How slight my grief and my anguish be- 
side the measureless weight of all the loss and the 
sorrow of man’s accursed estate! O cross of the 
world’s repining, O cross of the world’s disgrace, 
where in the leagues of beauty is a brighter, a love- 
lier place? Where in the courts of glory is a more 
exalted sphere? Be this my place and my portion 
while the Lord of Glory is here! 














evidence, there is no proof that he had the right to 
confer such precedence upon his successors. 

My church. The Greek word occurs here and in 18: 
17 and nowhere else in the Gospels. The Greek word 
is analogous both in etymology and meaning to the 
Hebrew word gqahal, usually translated congregation. 
This, therefore, forms one of the many links in this 
Gospel between Jewish and Christian ideas. Both 
in Hebrew and Greek the terms imply an assembly 
unified by a common focus of attention’ In this re- 
spect it differs from an unorganized mob. And both 
terms imply a previous summoning or calling out. 
The word church is used in two main senses. 

(1) The outward and visible. 

(2) The inward and invisible. 


In the former sense, the church consists of all those 
who are linked together in the visible communion of 
Christian people. In the second sense, it means all 
those who have been savingly united with the Lord 
Jesus through faith in him. In the one case, the 
union is formal though it may also be real; in the 
other, it is real though circumstancés may sometimes 
obscure the formal recognition of it. 

Gates of Hades. Wades is used for the Hebrew 
Sheol, the abode of departed spirits. In this realm 
are to be distinguished two divisions, Paradise and 
Gehenna. The use of the term “gates” seems to 
originate in the Eastern custom of using the spaces 
immediately within the gates of a city as at once the 
reception court and the law courts (cf. 2 Sam. 19: 
8). So “gates” expresses the power and authority 
of the city fo which it refers. Here it is almost 
synonymous with- death. Death prevails over all 
things human, but not over the Church. 


Verse 19.—The keys of the kingdom of heaven. A 
key was given to a scribe upon admission to his office. 
This symbolized his authority to open the treasury 
of the divine oracles (13:52). Peter was to be a 
scribe in the kingdom of Heaven. Again, a key was 
symbolical of authority and office generally (cf. Isa. 
28: 28s Rev: 329). 

Whatsoever thou shalt bind. To bind (cf. 23: 4) 
is to impose an obligation as binding. The power is 
over things, not persons. The decisions of Peter as 
an authorized scribe of the kingdom of Heaven will 
be ratified in Heaven. For such decisions compare 
the sentence pronounced by James (Acts 15:19) and 
the judgment of Paul in the church at Corinth. Com- 
pare with this whole passage John 20: 23. There the 
reference is to be a judicial authority. Here legisla- 
tive power is conferred. In John 20: 23 the authority 
is conferred not upon the apostles alone but upon the 
whole Church (cf. Luke 24:33). Your spiritual dis- 
cernment will enable you to recognize and pronounce 
the divine decisions. 


Verse 20.—They should tell no man. Lest the en- 
thusiasm of the Galilean peasantry should endeavor 
to make him an earthly king. 


Verse 21.—From that time. Compare the same 
phrase used in 4:17. The first introduced the public 
ministry of the Lord Jesus; the second marks the 
beginning of a new phase. The public ministry begins 
to give place to more private ministry to prepare the 
twelve for his approaching Passion. Now that the 
disciples have learned to acknowledge the Lord Jesus 
as the true Messiah, he is able to show them what is 
involved in that position. 

He must go. Observe the note of divine necessity 
running all through the life of the Lord Jesus. The 
word “must” does not imply a Gast-iron rigidity or 
blind fatalism. It means that which is becoming and 
necessary (cf. Luke 18:1). The Lord Jesus was not 
being dragged to Jerusalem by force which he could 
not control. He was being drawn thither by the 
knowledge that only through his death, which was 
foreordained to take place there, could sinners be 
justified, and by his love which made him willing and 
glad so to die. 

The elders and chief priests and scribes. The San- 
hedrin. Be killed. As yet there is no mention of the 
Roman judge or of the cross. This further informa- 
tion was to be gradually imparted as they might be 
able to bear it. 

The third day be raised up. Nothing could be 
plainer than this statement. Nothing seems more 
extraordinary than the utter failure of the disciples 
to understand it. Some teachers, therefore, have be- 
lieved that this implies that very obscure and general 
hints of what might happen were afterward put into 
this explicit form. But if that were the case, we must 
in reason go on to acknowledge that we have no 
authentic information in the Gospels as to what our 
Lord said about anything. But any such desperate 
expedient is unnecessary, for (1) men will not be- 
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lieve anything that they do not want to believe, and (2) 
the Lord Jesus so constantly used metaphors. So the 
disciples might well have understood the death and 
rising again to be merely a symbol of a glorious 
visible kingdom that would arise from their present 
debasement. 


Verse 23.—Get thee behind me, Satan. Peter takes 
the place of Satan and argues for the false kingdom 
instead of the true, just as Satan had done (4:8). 
A stumbling-block. The Greek work is connected 
with a snare or trap. Thou mindest not. Thine are 
not God’s thoughts, but man’s. 


Verse 24.—If any man would come. Willeth to 
come, chooseth to come. Deliberate choice and voli- 
tion are implied. Deny himself. This means much 
more than self-denial. To deny self is to refuse to 
oneself the right to decide and choose any matters 
and to hand over that power unreservedly to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Take up his cross. As the crim- 
inal was forced to do when he went to his doom. So 
the expression means nothing less than sharing in 
the death of the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. Gal. 2:20). 


A Lesson Outline 
1. Challenge to thought 
2. Confession of faith 
3. Commendation 
4. Consecration 


Golden Topics 


1. Temptation.—Loving and devoted Peter was the 
channel of temptation to his Master on this occasion. 
Peter really loved his Lord, of that there could be 
no doubt. Yet Satan used even a friend in that way. 
So may it be with us. Note carefully the injunction 
in Romans 14: 13. 

2. Confession—The recognition and acknowledg- 
mént of who and what the Lord Jesus is determines a 
man’s destiny. -Saving faith consists in just this, that 
a man recognizes and acknowledges Christ for him- 
self to be Sin-bearer and Saviour and Lord (cf. John 
13°33). 

3. Consecration.—Taking up the cross is essentially 
what is meant by consecration. It: implies such loy- 
alty to the Lord Jesus that his will becomes ours, that 
we deliberately choose his way always and at all costs. 
Other ways of expressing the same truth are found 
in the type of the burnt-offering (cf. Rom. 12:1), the 
making Jesus king (cf. 2 Sam. 3:18), or the capture 
of Jerusalem (2°Sam. 5:6). 

4. The doctrine of the Trinity. This doctrine is 
a necessary inference from the facts presented by the 
incarnation. The disciples began with the creed, 
“Jehovah our God is one Jehovah” (Deut. 6:4). 
They were completed by the consideration of the Lord 
Jesus himself who added a second article to their 
creed, “Thou art the Son of the living God.” Thus 
the doctrine began to take shape in their minds. There 
was no formal enunciation of it. But irresistibly they 
were led onward to the full recognition of the truth. 
In these days of theological unsettlement, it is well 
for us to remember clearly upon what this much con- 
troverted doctrine really rests. 

5. Cross-bearing and what it means—The cross in 
the life of the believer means the death of the self-life. 
The Holy Spirit who comes to dwell in the believer is 
ever the Spirit of the crucified. “Jf any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” (Rom. 8:9). 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an_ unusual 
one, and succounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 


The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, r. Lane. Have you 


tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 

ders of your class, letting them see whether they can 

iscover the answers as given in the following issue? 
HAT was the object of our Lord’s question as to 
what men were saying about him? 


.2. Was our Lord really concerned as. to! what men 


were thinking and saying of him? Answer With Scrip- ° 


ture. 


3. Is our Lord .concerned now as to what men shall 


believe and say about him? Answer with Scripture. 

4. What is the “rock” upon which our Lord proposed 
to. build his Church ? 

5. What led Peter into receiving a rebuke from the 
Lord? 

6. What makes the Lord’s rebuke of Peter seem espe- 
cially scathing ? “ 

7. Why do you think Christ had not spoken of his 
coming death until this time, after so many months of 
intimacy with the twelve? 

8. Is the cross we are called upon to bear the same as 
that borne by our Lord? Why? 

_9. Was there any intimation of the transfiguration 
given by Christ? 

_1o. Can the transfiguration be regarded as a fulfillment 
of Matthew 16:27? Why? 

11. Why did Christ warn the twelve not to reveal this 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Second Quarter 
1. April 6.—The Law of the Cross: Matthew 16: 13 to 17 : 27 
2. April 13.—The Child and the Kingdom 
Matthew 18: 1-14; 19: 13-15 
3. April 20.—Jesus Teaching Forgiveness. Matthew 18 : 15-35 
Or, Easter Lesson ccccccccccccccscccccccccce John 20: 1-16 
4. April 27—Giving Up All for the Kingdom 
A Matthew 19: 1-29 
5. May 4.—Promotion in the Kingdom 
Matthew 19 : jo to 20: 28 
6. May 11.—Jesus Acclaimed as King 
Matthew 20: 29 to 21 : 46 
. May 18.—Jesus Teaching in the Temple (Temper- 
QNce LessOdd) . ccsccccssccccescsees Matthew 22:1 to 23 : 39 
. May 25.—Jesus Describes the Future of the Kingdom 
~ Matthew 24:1 to 25:13 
9. June 1.—Contrast Between Faithfulness and Sloth- 
TERRONE  aveecbh os cecttescecccceccdscgac Matthew 25 : 14-46 
10. June 8—Jesus in the Shadow of the Cross 
Matthew 26: 1-75 
11. June 15.—Jesus on the Cross ......... Matthew 27 : 1-66 
12. June 22.—The Risen Lord and the Great Commission 
Matthew 28: 1-20 


on 


13. June 29.—Review 








new teaching based on Peter’s confession to others, and 
likewise not to tell of his transfiguration? 

12. Did the twelve obey the Lord’s instructions not 
to reveal these wonders? 

13. What perplexity came to the disciples after- the 
transfiguration ? 

14. What illustration of the balance between Christ’s 
words and works is found in Matthew 16 and 17? 





Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
Teaching by Objects 


By Ethel S. Low 





MATERIALS: Two potatoes —one smooth and 
firm and perfect, and one that has sprouted and 
as soft and slightly shriveled. 








ERE is a fine potato, and I imagine that if 

it could speak it would say, “Don’t put me in 
the ground to rot and die. I’m such a beautiful potato, 
and I look so nice on the shelf in the pantry.” But 
the fact is, if I leave it on my shelf this is what hap- 
pens. (Show the sprouted one.) Then it shrivels up 
and dies, sprouts and all. See, it is already beginning 
to shrivel. But if I plant it, its life will be multiplied 
many times. What a strange thing this is! The only 
way this potato can continue to live and bear fruit 
is to die. 

There are two verses I want you to notice. “If 
any man will come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me.” We often talk 
glibly about denying ourselves when we mean we have 
given up something or some plan for Christ’s sake, 
but I think it means more than that. The next verse 
carries on the thought. “For whosoever will save 
his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life 
for my sake shall find it.” 

We are in the same fix as the potato. The end and 
aim of the. potato’s existence is to bear fruit.. Christ 
commands every Christian to bear much fruit. We 
can, like our smooth, well-groomed potato, insist on 
staying on display. We can grow some beautiful 
sprouts. We can be. very active’ in .the church, 
prominently conspicuous, doing: things- self ° likes 
to do for the Lerd. Or we can be fruit-bearers, dead 
to self, willing to be hidden in Christ Jesus, doing 
only those things the Holy Spirit moves us to do, in 
His will. 

Are you. growing sprouts: wood, hay, .and stubble 
for the fire of the day of judgment? Or have you 
willed to lose your life for Christ’s sake, that you may 
find it, abundant and triumphant, Christ’s life in you? 

Mount Hermon, CAL. 


tt 
The Busy. Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


As We Think.—But who say ye that I am? And 
Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ 
(16: 15, 16). “As he thinketh in his heart, so is he,” 
is what the Holy Spirit tells us in that wonderful 
book that shows the way to worldly success — and 
which so few young men are smart enough to read and 
ponder (Prov. 23:7). The “Easy Mark” who thinks 
other folks are all honest is always an honest man 
himself. The cynic who thinks every man and woman 
has a price can usually be. bought himself for a price 
—and not such a high price either! That is to say, 
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we reveal ourselves by the expression of our thoughts. 
Authors are doing it by their pens and writing ma- 
chines; artists by their brushes and pencils. The art 
editor of the Literary Digest told me of a superior 
Japanese portrait painter who came to New York to 
paint the portraits of the rich and great. His work 
was superb. He was a failure in spite of his won- 
derful technique and skill, and returned home broken- 
hearted. Why? Because all his men, women, and 
children had a Japanese look about them. In other 
words, it is a law of life that something of the ego 
gets into our best work. Now when we, like Peter, 
can truly say from the heart of us, “Thou art the 
Christ,” blessed are we as by that confession we enter 
by the touch of the Holy Spirit into the Christ life. 
All we do henceforth will have the Christ‘look (Gal, 
2:20; Col. 1:27). I expect this is what Ruskin had 
in mind when he said, “Only a good man can paint 


a great picture.” And the converse, “A bad man can-- ° 


not paint a good picture.” The same can be said of 
literature and/all art. It is no doubt for this same 
reason that Ruskin insists that only teachers of the 
very gentlest manner and highest character should 
be intrusted with the education of children. Father, 
Mother, Auntie, whatever else you do for your boy 
and girl, be sure you train them into Peter’s confession, 
for in this direction lies all future happiness both for 
them and you. 


“The Narrow Gaugers.”—If any man: would come 
after me, let him deny himself (v. 24). The Chris- 


-tian pilgrimage and fellowship is always a joyous 


walk. But the path is narrow and the journey a trip 
of “doing without.” “Those church people are a 
narrow lot,” was said of some of us who find no pleas- 
ure or profit in playing cards and serving cocktails 
and Sunday dinner dances and the other so-called 
“good time” jollifications. We have to be narrow in 
our make-up to fit the narrow way which leads to 
“life” (Matt. 7:13, 14).. In many years’ observation 
I have noted that those broad acquaintances and neigh- 
bors traveling the -broad way, denying themselves 
nothing to speak of, have not gotten very far nor have 


they had nearly so much fun as have those other ac- - 


quaintances and neighbors who have done without and 
stuck to the “strait” and “narrow” of the Sermon on 
the Mount. It so happens that many of the. broad 
ones are those who have not yet learned that you can- 
not have the cake and the penny. both. Some thirty 
odd years ago I had my Sunday afternoons to myself. 
I would, after lunch, take my cane and spend the 
afternoon with the birds and the bugs out over the 
wood topped hills that guard old Chester Valley. Then 
came the call to the Rock Run Mission and the deny- 
ing of the treasured tramp over the beloved hills. 
But oh, how much greater the joy and blessedness of 
these thirty-seven years building Christian character 
in the little old Rock Run—and the perfect health 
of the weekly swing up and down the Brandywine. 
Sunday-school all the morning, Sunday-school all the 
afternoon—oh, what a narrow way to live! And 
yet this note will be read in the uttermost parts of 
the world. After all, quite a broad way for Ridg way! 


“The Conundrum.”—W hat shall a man be profited? 
(v. 26.) The other day a drummer selling advertising 
as he was going out of the office door turned at the 


threshold and called back, “Say, Mr. Ridgway, I have © 
‘a good new conundrum for you!” “All right, shoot,” 


I replied. ‘What is that upon which you sit, with 
which you wipe your hands, and by which you dress 
your hair?” <A period of deep thought in the search 
for the common denominator. “Give it up,” I said. 


“A chair, a towel, and a brush,” he yelled as he fled, - 


followed by the fat copy of his trade magazine. Yet 
he called a thing like that a “new conundrum”! Well, 
right here in our lesson we have a real conundrum, 


‘and one of the very oldest, asked all down the cen- 


turies and asked today in one form or another oftener 


: than all other conundrums put together. And who is 
‘he who can form a satisfactory answer? All right, 
‘go ahead and let’s have it. “Gain the whole world” is 


hyperbole, of course. What does it profit a man (or 
woman) to gain the heart’s desire and lose the soul? 
Go ahead, we await your answer. The unhappiest 
folks you will ever know are those “who have every- 


: thing.” The mere rich are rarely the happy folks. I.- 


happen to know a good many such. It is only when 
Riches and Religion skip along like school girls, hand 
in hand and arm in arm, that you hear jolly roundelays 


and merry laughter.. The man said, “One time I . 


owned a hundred thousand dollars and was happy. I 
said to it, ‘Go,’ and it- went; ‘Do this,’ and it obeyed 
me, and life was full of joy. Now a million dollars 
owns me, and it keeps me awake nights and on the 
jump days. I aman unhappy, bedeviled rich man.” “Give 
nine hundred thousand dollars away, and return to your 
pristine happiness,” he was told. “My boy, did you 
ever have hold of the handles of a galvanic battery? The 
more the current the tighter you grabbed —and the 
louder you yelled — well, that’s poor rich old Yours 
Truly.” Yes, indeed, “What does it profit?” Solomon 
tells you, and he ought to know. The fruit of true 
happiness grows upon bat one tree —the cross (read 
Eccles. 2: 4-11 and all the rest of it). 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 


Lesson for April 6 


The Hlustration Round-Table 


LL. readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this departmént; one: dollar is 
paid “for each illustration accepted, and 


two dollars. for the best..one each week. } 


But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet’ explaining the conditions’ of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which ‘might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Pa ag Nay gg Te 5 
‘ext are 
came on the Golden Text are also needed. 
What Ended the Panic.— And the gates 
of Hades shall not prevail against tt (v. 
18).- An insane man once entered a 
crowded church, and grasping two pillars 
of the gallery cried, “I will pull these 
down and destroy you as Samson did the 
Philistine- lords!” A panic was imminent, 
when the minister, quietly waving his 
hand, said, “Let him try.” He did try, 
and that was the end of the panic. * In- 
fidelity lays hold of the pillars of our 
temple —the Bible, the deity of Christ, 
and the like. Skeptics say, “We will pull 
them down.” Let them try! Many have 
tried, but oir temple stands. 
by the Almighty, and from its sure cor- 
ner stone to its highest pinnacle it re- 
mains secure for time and eternity.— 
From the Presbyterian. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


What He Saved — and Lost.—W hat 
shall a man be profited, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and forfeit his life? 
(v. 26.) There was a shipwreck on our 
coast some time ago. A ship struck upon 
a sunken rock, and the lifeboat put out 
to rescue. the crew. The lifeboat drew 
near the sinking ship, and all got in safely 
except the captain and the first mate. “Get 
aboard,” said the captain to the mate. 
“Wait a minute, Captain,” and he dived 
down the companion ladder to fetch 
something from the cabin. The captain 
saw the folly of the act, and jumped into 
the lifeboat hoping that the mate would 
soon follow. To stay beside the sinking 
ship was dangerous, and the coxswain 
drew off to wait for the mate to appear. 
Alas; before he could do so a great wave 
struck the vessel; she rolled over and 
sank, and the unfortunate man cooped 
up in the cabin was drowned. A few 
days after, divers went out to see what 
could be done with the vessel, and they 
found the corpse of the mf&te in the cabin. 
In his right hand was something tightly 
grasped. They brought him on deck and 
unclasped his clenched fist. His purse 
fell. out. They opened it. It contained 
— thirty-six cents! Had that man lost 
life. for thirtv-six cents? “Ah!” you say. 
“What a fool!” 
ing your soul for? . It may be either 
money or pleasure, but mark you, your 
soul is at stake—From the King’s Busi- 
ness. Sent by Howard M. Green, Hornell, 


aVe . 


The Prepaid Telegram.—/f any man 
would come after me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross, and follow 
me: (Golden Text). A government clerk 
received an unexpected raise in his sal- 
ary. At the close of his day’s work he 
rushed to the. telegraph office and sent 
this question to the girl of his choice: 
“Will ‘you marry me?” He prepaid the 
return fee; which permitted ten words. 
“Yes, gladly, willingly, joyfully, delight- 
edly, gratefully, lovingly, yes, yes, yes.” 
What would happen to our life and com- 
munity should you respond to the heavenly 
vision in the ten words of this telegram ?— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent ty Miss H. 
J. McCay, Ballston Spa, N. Y. 


“We Don’t Count the Cost.”—/f any 
man would come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and fol- 
low me (Golden Text). An old low 


caste -woman in India was once asked the | 


price of a temple in process of building. 
She turned to the;missionary in surprise 
and said: “Why, we don’t know! It’s 
for our god. We don’t count the cost.” 
We should certainly do as much for 


It was built: 


But what are you risk-. 


4 tn ~ & 
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Real love finds joy in sacrifice as well as 
in service.—Hrom Moody Monthly, Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


The Offence of the Cross.—/f any 
man would come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and fol- 
low me (Golden Text). A lady was 
asked to play at a social function. At 
the close a minister complimented her 
and then asked her to give her heart and 
talents to Jesus Christ. She was pro- 
voked and went home angry. She wanted 
self to have the honor of her ability in- 
stead of Christ. That night she could 
not sleep. Before morning she yielded 
to Christ and wrote those beautiful 
words: “Just as 1 am, without one plea.” 
—From the King’s Business. Sent by 
Martha Nichol, lorest Grove, Ore. Prize 
illustration, 


Getting Off Third Base.—/f any man 
would come after me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross, and follow me 
(Golden Text). In one of Billy Sun- 
day’s great meetings a man came down 
the trail and said as he took the evan- 
gelist by the hand: “Bill, I’ve been on 
third base for twenty years; I’m home 
now!”—From the War Cry. Sent by 
Lewis Keast, Ishpeming, Mich. 


The Welcome Cross.—If any man 
would come after me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross, and follow me 
(Golden Text). If a person with a 
deadly disease were told that he could 
go to a hospital and there come under 
the treatment of the greatest physician 
in the world, who had never lost a pa- 
tient suffering from that disease; that all 
the expenses would be paid, and the treat- 
ment would be without personal suffering 
or risk, and he could count on being dis- 
charged from the hospital with a com- 
plete and permanent cure, would such a 
patient say that this offer, and this expe- 
rience if he went through it, was a great 
hardship? Or would he look back on 
that hospital experience with unspeakable 
gratitude as the most blessed time of his 
life? That is a faint and inadequate sug- 
gestion of what the cross is to the Chris- 
tian—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by T. D. Gehret, Sunbury, Pa.; and 
Ruth B. McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 
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Oh, the heavenly consolation that has 
poured forth from places of solitude!—S. 
C. Rees, in “Streams in the Desert.” 


Christ as the heathen do for their .gods. ;- 


:* Lesson Hymns 


“Follow Me.” 

“Only One’ Way.” - 

“Carry Your Cross with a Smile.” 
“Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken.” 
“In the Cross of Christ.” 

“Take My Life, and Let It Be.” 


3 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we do not know how to thank thee for what 
was done for us on Calvary. How little can 
we show our gratitude by merely telling 
thee of that gratitude, for even by the laying 
down of life thou hast shown thy love to 
man! But we are so slow to prove our love 
for thee, and for the Lord Jesus Christ, thine 
only begotten Son. May we realize that to 
follow the Lord Jesus means far more than 
little denials. of things to ourselves, but, in- 
deed, the putting aside of self, and the laying 
down of life in bearing the cross which is 
the sign of life laid down. Help us to follow, 
without attempting to bear with us that 
which never can belong to the new life in 
Christ Jesus. We ask this in his dear name. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—What are some of 
the crosses we have to bear? Can any of 
you mention any of them? Yes, these 
are some of the things we often do speak 
of as crosses, —loss of money, disappoint- 
ments in our plans, an illness, a failure, 
all these things we so easily call crosses. 
But do you realize these things are not 
what our lesson speaks about? There 
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is only one kind of cross that the Lord 
Jesus means when he speaks of taking 
up one’s cross. All these lesser matters 
that we call crosses have a different 
meaning: altogether. The cross of which 
our Lord speaks is the sign of the laying 
down of life at his feet, of consecration 
to him, not one or another of the troubles 
that occur to us. Two things we must 
do if we would really follow him. We 
must deny self, that is, put self right out 
of account, and then give ourselves over 
to him in all that we have, and are, for 
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his loyal service. How many of us, I 
wonder, are following him today with 
such an understanding of what, he meant 
by the Golden Text of today’s. lesson? 
Shall we say that text together? Let us 
pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
bd 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education 
at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF COMPARISON. 
—Train pupils to make comparisons 
and thus detect significant likenesses 
and differences. 











HE contrasts of this lesson are out- 

standing. One that almost thrusts 
itself upon you is involved in the strik- 
ingly different addresses the Lord made 
to Peter in verses 17 and 23. Could the 
same man receive almost in the same 
breath a commendation higher and a re- 
buke more severe? And yet, how natural 
it was, humanly speaking, for Peter to 
say what he did in the light of the. ap- 
parently inexplicable fact that here was 
One who had admitted himself to be the 
divinely sent Son of God and yet trying 
to have them believe that it was possible 
for the elders and chief priests and scribes 
to put him to death. And then, how par- 
adoxical was the teaching that followed, 
about a man’s saving and losing his life, 
and the contrast between the wealth of 
the world and the worth of a soul. 

Then, in the seventeenth chapter, comes 
that wonderful scene of the Lord’s trans- 
figuration with all its setting of glory 
in sublime contrast to his humble garb 
and mien of the everyday; but it, too, is 
followed by that difficult reference to his 
death, and again he speaks to them about 
the shadow of the cross that hangs over 
his life; and for those who had been in 
the glory with him this must have meant 
not only many hours of heart-break but 
of mental perplexity. And yet there was 
the promise right after his emphasis upon 
his death, in the preceding chapter, that 
he would come in the glory of his Father 
with the angels, which promise evidently 
had not been fulfilled in the transfigura- 
tion. 

These conflicting and contrasting state- 
ments for us have happily been resolved 
in the fact of the resurrection, of which 
Christ also spoke, but which as yet was 
to the disciples a perplexing mystery. An 
effort to project ourselves into the state 
of mind of these disciples will furnish 
for us another illuminating contrast which 
should fill us with gratitude. 

! HUNTINGDON, PA 


Me 


For Primary Teachers 
} By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD from Matthew 16:13 through 
17: 27, continuing the lesson in story 
form, and so helping the little folks to get 
a connected idea of our Lord’s ministry. 
In the lessons for the first Quarter we 
learned about the King coming to his 
world telling his people what the king- 
dom is like, and proving his own kingli- 
ness by his wonderful deeds of love and 
power. The rulers did not recognize 
him as King, and were always finding 
fault with him and trying to prove that 
he did not keep the Law. 

The Lord knows the hearts of all peo- 
ple, and of course he knew just what 
everybody thought of him. But one day 
he and his disciples were going to Czsarea 
Philippi, and as they walked along he 
asked the disciples who the people said 
he was. They told him that some said 
he was Elijah, others said he was Jere- 
miah or some other prophet risen from 
the dead. Then we believe the Master 
stood still a moment, and looked right 
into the faces of the disciples nearest to 
him, and asked, “Who do ye say that I 
am?” Peter answered at once, “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” Explain to the class that it means 
everything to be right in what we believe 





186. *. 


and say about the Lord Jesus. This is 
the reason the Master called Peter 
blessed, and said that the Father in 
Heaven had taught it to him. 

Peter had a different name before he 
met the Saviour, and he was not a steady, 
dependable man either until the Lord 
made him so. The Master reminded him 
again of his changed name, which means 
in the language in which it was spoken 
“a little rock.” The Lord promised Peter 
to give him the keys of the kingdom of 
Heaven. Then he said, “Upon this rock 
I will build my church.” The word used 
for “rock” this time is a different one 
from the name he gave Peter. The Lord 
Jesus Christ himself is the rock founda- 
tion on which the Church is built. Hav- 
ing the keys of the kingdom meant that 
Peter should be the first to tell the Good 
News, which people might believe and 
so enter the kingdom of Heaven. That 
is how he was to use the keys of the 
kingdom. This is the first time the Lord 
Jesus had said anything about the Church. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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After this the Saviour began to tell 
his disciples that he was going to suffer 
many things of the rulers of his people, 
and that he would die on the cross, and 
rise again the third day. The disciples 
did not understand the Masters words. 
‘they thought he should reign without suf- 
fering. And Peter told him that this 
should not come to him. But the Lord 
showed. Peter that it was very wrong to 
try to keep him from the cross. He said, 
too, that anyone who wished to become 
his disciple must also bear the cross, 
meaning that no one can be saved except 
by believing in his death on the cross, 
and that to be his follower one must 
not be ashamed of his cross and must be 
willing to suffer and even die for him. 
He told them that he would reward any- 
one who should die for him. You see, 
the Lord wanted the disciples to know 
the value of eternal life, and he asked 
them what it would be worth to a man 
to gain the whole world and yet lose his 
own soul. 

After the Lord had told about the suf- 
fering and death that were ahead of him, 
he took Peter, James, and John, the three 
disciples who understood him best, and 
went up into a high mountain, and there 
let them see his glory that he had laid 
aside to come into the world. While he 
talked with the Father, his face began 
to shine like the sun, and his clothes 
became white as light. Moses and Eli- 
jah came down from Heaven and visited 
him. These friends talked with the Lord 
about his death which he had been telling 
his disciples about. It all seemed so won- 
derful that Peter offered to make three 
tents so that they could ‘live up there. 

While he was talking, the Father him- 
self came down in his cloud chariot, and 
they heard his voice out of the cloud 
saying, “This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased; hear ye him.” The 
disciples fell on their faces at once. They 
were afraid in the presence of God, al- 
though they only heard the voice out of 
the cloud. The Lord Jesus came and 
touched them saying, “Arise, and be not 
afraid.” When they looked up, the 
heavenly visitors were gone. They saw 
only the Master, with his glory all laid 
aside again, ready to go back and labor 
among the suffering, needy multitude. 
The disciples quietly followed him down 
the mountain. They never forgot the 
Lord’s wonderful glory. Both Peter and 
John wrote about it. James, John’s 
brother, never wrote a letter that we know 
of, but he was the first of the three to 
see the Lord’s glory in Heaven. 

Tell about the Saviour healing a little 
boy whom a wicked spirit had tried to 
drown or burn to death. And talk with 
the class about the fish that brought the 
money for the Lord and Peter to pay 
their taxes. 

~The Memory Verse is called the Great 
Confession. Ask the class whose confes- 
sion it was. “Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16). 

Curnton, S. CG 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Jesus Christ the King of kings, ac- 


cepting God's “thought” of the cross 
for himself, 


2. The law of the cross for you. 











ITH this lesson we reach a climax 

in the life of the King, as it is 
recorded by Matthew. For here--(in 
Matthew's sixteenth chapter) we find 
him speaking of his own cross for the 
first time, foretelling his own persecution, 
death, and resurrection.- The mystery of 
his foreknowledge of all this, combined 
with his truly human faith in the heavenly 
Father whom he had to learn to trust, 
through suffering, just as we do (see 
Heb. 4:15, 16 and 12:2), we cannot 
fathom, either with or for our girls, but 
the. plain faet that we find him so trust- 
ing God, here in this first open facing of 
his rapidly approaching ‘death, is of price- 
less value to us in our own trials of faith. 





Do not think one of your girls too 
young for such trials, or testings, of their 
faith. God alone knows when we need 
such testings, and the experience of him 
that comes with the years makes those of 
later life seem easier to meet than those 
of early youth. Can you not recall such a 
testing in your own youth— when the 
very inescapable thing God brought you 
face to face with seemed the ruin of 
what you had thought was his own chosen 
plan for you? Humanly speaking, how 
utterly dark must his realization of his 
Own coming cross have seemed to the 
Lord Jesus, just as he heard again from 
Heaven God’s own voice proclaiming him 
his own beloved Son! 

Truly indeed he said to his friend Peter 
(who had just been the first among his 
own closest associates to declare openly 
his faith in the deity of his Master): 
“Get behind me, Adversary; you are a 
hindrance to me, because your thoughts 
are not God’s thoughts, but men’s” 
(Weymouth’s translation). Peter could 
not reconcile such a death as his Master 
had just described-to the disciples with 
what he heard and saw on that mount 
of transfiguration — could you, even now, 
in the light of all that has come to pass 
since? Our thoughts are not God’s 
thoughts, nor his ways our ways, as Isa- 
iah long before that time found out. Only 
God could have thought of the cross as 
the way out of sin for lost men. 


2. But Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
accepted this thought, or way, of God’s 
for his own life; and so must any girl 
of yours who would be a true child of the 
heavenly Father’s. As you help your 
girls to see the glories of that transfigura- 
tion scene — when the brightest glimpse 
of the full deity of Jesus Christ ever given 
to human eyes (excepting perhaps only 
John’s vision of him from Patmos) was 
bewildering Peter; James, and John— 
help them also to accept its accompany- 
ing truth, that “the way of the cross 
leads Home” now, for them, as the way 
of his cross was God’s way of reconciling 
the world to himself. 

There is an infinite difference between 
the daily cross of self-denial enjoined 
upon his own followers by Jesus Christ 
and that cross upon which he died for 
the sin of the world, but that law of the 
cross, the surrender of self to God's 
thoughts and God’s ways, is the basic 
principle of the Christian life. And the 
Master: Teacher himself spoke of our 
daily cross in closest connection with his 
prophecy of his own. He has made it 
our way of “coming after” or “follow- 
ing” him. 

Home Study 

After you have entered the facts of 
this study in your outline “Lif: of the 
King” (1. The King accepting God’s way 
of the cross for himself: 2. The King 
in the glory of his deity before his dis- 
ciples), will you make an entry like this: 
“3. I accept the daily cross of .7..é:3... 
as God’s thought for my life, because I 
want to follow my King and Saviour”? 
What will you write in this entry as your 
own daily cross for this week? 

Rasun Gap, Ga. 
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Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHrIstIAN YoutH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurIsTIAN YOUTH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe Sunpay 
ScHoot TIMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if. your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
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School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What difference did it make as to 
what Christ’s disciples thought of him? 

2. What difference does it make as to 
what we think of him today? 

3. To what three great men Of old did 
the people liken Christ? 

4. Why is it impossible for any mére 
man to be the foundation for Christ’s 
Church? 

5. When did Peter first use the keys 
Christ said he would give him? 

6. What invisible, intangible thing does 
our lesson say is worth more than the 
whole world? 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 


Beginning: The good news about 
cross- bearing. 

Discussion: It will be both interesting 
and helpful here to let the fellows name 
some of those things’ they would not 
choose to do, yet which may be God’s 
will for them to do. : 

Objective: A God-yielded life. 











AY, fellows, maybe you thought there 
could be no good news about cross- 
bearing, but there is. You may depend 
upon it, anything our Lord proposes is 
good news. Today he is calling us to 
take up our crosses daily and follow him. 
He says that is the condition of follow- 
ing him—to take up our cross daily 

(Matt. 16:24; Luke 9: 23). 
I want to follow the Master, don’t you? 


Of course we do. Such a challenge might- - 


ily moves us: to think that he would 
want us (such as we!) to follow him! 
But that cross. The thought of the cross 
always frightened me. I think of the 
cruel cross he bore to Calvary, and it 
makes me shrink back. But, as I talk 
to him about it, I realize that he does 
not want me to bear a cross like his. 
That was the cross of guilt and shame. 
He bore that cross for all. Once for all. 
He bore it that I might not have to bear 
it. How foolish if I try to carry that 
cross. My cross is different. 
cross, all right, but so much simpler. My 


cross is just the yielding of my stubborn’ 


will to his will. It is not doing any- 
thing; it is not getting under anything; 
it is just submitting. 

You see, fellows, we want to do our 
own way. It is not God’s way. Just 
opposite to his way, very often. Our will 
stands out, as though it were a horizontal 
bar. God’s will comes down and touches. 
We are stubborn and resist. It is so hard 
to give up our way and let God’s -way 
take its place—or let God’s will come 
down through ours. He will not force 
through. We must yield —then he will 
come through. And when his will comes 
through ours, that makes the cross! You 
see, fellows, how simple it is. Not easy, 
but simple. And you and I need a simple 
path—‘“a plain path, because of mine 
enemies,” as David said. This helps me 
understand the “daily.” Christ bore that 
pictured cross only a part of a morning 
and, physically, he broke down under it. 
He would not call on you and me to do 
anything but what he had done to the 
limit, himself. He was. submissive to 
the Father’s will, daily. He wants us to 
yield our wills afresh to him, daily. 

It’s a wonderfully helpful, stimulating 
thing, fellows, just to drop on your knees 
in the morning when you get out of bed 
and make a iresh yielding for the day. 
“Lord, now in the very beginning of a 
new day placed in my hands all fresh and 
clean for the spending, let my will be lost 
in thine.” If you cannot say that in sin- 
cerity, then say this: “Lord, help me 
now to want to yield my will to thine; 
then let me do it wholly.” It lifts the 
whole day to a new level. 

That’s taking up your cross, fellows. 
Sure, it is. If you can come to that, then 
you can say like Paul, “I can do all 
things through Christ, which strength- 
eneth me.” Anything that God makes 


clear to you as his will for you to do, 


you will do. It may not be easy, but it 


it is a‘ 
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Lesson for April 6 


will be simple, and you will do it. There 
is no cross to bear but what comes within 
the bounds of that simple plan —the 
yielded will, And when it is that kind 
of cross, one can bear it with confidence 
and with assurance, because he knows 
it is the Master’s choosing. We know 
that whatever he chooses is for our 
heart’s greatest satisfaction. 

That is why the Lord Jesus said, “Take 
my yoke upori you, and learn of me.... 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” He knows best how to fit a yoke 
to our shoulders so that it will not rub 
and irritate. An ox can pull three times 


‘the load when its yoke fits perfectly - 


and pull with a minimum of fatigue. And, 
oh, the satisfaction of being consciously 
a pulling power! That’s why Paul ex- 
claimed, “God forbid that I should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” He had learned that there is 
conquering power in the cross. He had 
yielded his will to the great Master that 
day on the Syrian plain before the gates 
of Damascus, and his Lord had given him 
a perfect fitting yoke. Paul’s yielded 
life was one of service and rejoicing. 
Yours and mine can be that, too. 


GrEENSBORO, N. C. 
ve 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of March 30) 
1. The prenatal announcement to Joseph, 


the birth, the visit of the wise men, flight | 


into Egypt, and return to Nazareth. The 
record of the genealogy is also included in 
the Scripture assignment. 


2. The silent years at Nazareth. 
3. Matthew 4: 23. 


4. His calling and sending forth of the | 


disciples, 


6, 27. 
6. Matthew 4: 2. 
7. Matthew 9g: 36. 
8. Matthew 11:25, 26. 
9. Matthew 2:15, 17, 18, 23 and 5: 17. 


5. Matthew 3:17; 9: 2-6; 10:1; 11: 4- | 
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about our Lord than his own miraculous 
birth, as recorded by Matthew and Luke. 


and seventh chapters, the Sermon on t 
Mount, rich in counsel. 

12. Could any other than God the Creator 
feed thousands with a handful of bread and 
fish? Or could any other than “the Mighty 
God” still the waves in a storm with a single 
word of command? 

13. “Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and J will give you 
rest,” are surely the words of none other 
than the Father-God. 

14. Did he not defeat Satan, in his own 
great temptation, a victory over sin that 
assures us, through faith in him, “the peace 
of God, that passeth all understanding,” — 
a freedom from sin without which there is 
no peace at all? 


Trusting God in Hard Times 


a 

HERE are thousands and thousands 

of Koreans living in Japan. By far 
the greater majority are of the labor‘1g 
class. In Gifu Prefecture where the 
Mino Mission is trying in every way 
possible to give the Word of God to 
the people, there are nearly four thou- 
sand Koreans. God answered prayer for 
an evangelist to work among these Christ- 
needy souls and the Mission is rejoicing 
over the salvation of a young husband 
and father, Pak, by name. 

Mr. Pak knows he is saved. His fam- 
ily knows he is saved, for he refuses to 
take part in the worship of his family 
| ancestors. His neighbors know that he 
is saved, for he refuses to help in the 
support of the neighborhood temple. His 
employer also knows that he is saved. 
| Nowadays, everywhere one hears fukeiki, 
| fukeiki (“hard times”). On a certain 
| night not long ago Mr. Pak’s employer 
told him and a number of the other work- 
men that he would have to dismiss them 
—there was not enough work — but he 
| would give them introductions to other 
| factory managers. At that time, with 
| unusually cold weather and the end of the 





rather an unpromising piece of paper. 
Mr. -Pak went home. He prayed. He 


11. Matthew records, in his fifth, —_ | thanked God for the rich spiritual bless- 
e€ 


ings He had given him and he asked that 
God would now help him materially. The 
next morning at nine o'clock he was 
called back to the factory. His employer 
said: “You are a Christian. You are 
majime (‘in earnest’), I do not want to 
introduce you to another employer; I 
want you to work for me, and I will 
give you a place in my store.” The same 
employer, but easier work than before. 

But that was not all. ‘His first work 
was delivering eoods. Being a Korean, 
he cannot readily read the Chinese char- 
acters used by the Japanese, and he was 
not quite sure of the names and addresses 
of the people to whom he was to de- 
liver goods. However, he started out, 
but not alone— God was with him. He 
went on his way. He stopped to pray, 
for he was in difficulty. When he fin- 
ished praying, he looked up and saw some 
one waving and | zard him calling him to 
come on. He went and read the name on 
the sign in front of the man’s house. It 
was the same as that he had in his hand. 
Yes, God had directed him to the very 
place. Three times the first day. in his 
new work, he had the same experience. 

When he gave this testimony, he said: 
“Many may say that the man read the 
name of my stcre on the garment I was 
wearing, but I know it was not that. I 
know that God heard and God answered 
my prayers.” 

Mr. Pak is a radiant Christian with a 
testimony that counts. Yes, it pays even 
in dollars and cents to be an out-and-out 
Christian. 

Miss Sadie Lea Weidner, Superintend- 
ent of the Mino Mission, writes the Edi- 
tor that there is urgent need of a small 
organ for the Korean church in Ogaki, 
as the Korean evangelist cannot carry a 
tune. Forty-five dollars would purchase 
one. 

Those who would like to share im the 
work may send gifts to the American 
_ representative of the Mino Mission, H. 








10. There is no mére “wonderful” a thing | year so near at hand, an introduction was | E. Smith, Box 181, Wheelersburg, Ohio. 
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Dr. Machen’s 
New Book 


The 
Virgin Birth 
of Christ 


By J. GRESHAM MACHEN 


Professor of New Testament 
Westminster Theological Seminary. 


According to a universal be- 
lief of the historic Christian 
Church, Jesus of Nazareth was 
born without human father, 
being conceived 7 the Holy 
Ghost and born of the Virgin 
Mary. Dr. Machen investigates 
the origin of this belief. and 
argues for its validity after a 
careful study of the historical 
and documentary evidence. Dr. 
Machen is one of the foremost 
New Testament scholars in 
America, author of many books, 
including ‘*What is Faith ?’’ 
Royal Octavo, 415 pages, near- 
ly 2c0,c0o words, completely 
indexed. $5.00 


Other Significant Books 
BY MY SPIRIT 


By Jonathan Goforth - - $1.75 





A LAWYER AND THE BIBLE 





3y 1. H. Linton - - . $1.50 
EXPLORING THE BIBLE 
By F. E. Gaebelein + - - $1.50 





Harper & Brothers 


49 East 33a Street, New York 
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Gospel Messages 


in Modern Books 


i 
| 





DOOR 


Good, Heroes of Peace. 





tament in the Light of Historical. Research.” 


THAT FLAME OF 
LIVING FIRE 


, by Clarence True Wilson 


A stirring, evangelistic presentation of the person and work of the 
Holy Spirit, his transforming influence and lasting power. 


$1.50 


THE EVER OPEN 


by George H. Morrison 


The last book from the gifted pen of the prince of Scotch preachers, 
whose ministry has won thousands to the Gospel of Christ. 


$2.00 


ILLUSTRATIONS 
FROM ART 5, w. ¢. sicderworr 


Christ enthroned in the imperishable art of the world is the cen- 
tral theme of this practical book. Every illustration is a sermon in 


itself. 


WRESTLERS WITH 


GOD 


and the men who uttered them. 
‘subliminal selves.”’ 


WORD PICTURES in the NEW TESTAMENT 


by A. T. Robertson 


Each $1.00 


THE MARECHALE 


by James Strahan 


The life story of Catherine Booth-Clibborn, eldest daughter of the 
founder of the Salvation Army. 


No story of heroism is more thrilling. 
$2.00 


The most important study in the New Testament which has appeared since the author’s distinguished ‘Grammar of the Greek New Tes- 
Ready Early April. Wolume I—Matthew; Volume II—Mark and Luke. 


MORE STORIES OF GRIT 
by Archer Wallace 


A new collection of helpful stories for boys by the author of Stories 
of Grit, Overcoming Handicaps, Blazing New Trails, Boys Who Made 
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300 Evangelistic Sermon Outlines 


by Clarence E. Macartney 


An inspiring book about the great prayers of the Old Testament 
These men did not pray to their 
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The Miracles of Our Saviour 
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» » Increased Attendance 


WITH a Balopticon the whole world lies at your church 
door. From the abundance of subject matter available you 
can easily choose material that attracts and holds the public. 


The especially designed model LRM Combined Balopticcna is 
ideal for your projection requirements. Uses either lantern slides 
or opaque objects such as postcards, photographs, pages or pic- 
tures from magazines and books, solid objects, etc. its special con- 
struction produces brighter, clearer images and permits the use of 
larger pictures in lighter rooms. 


Take advantage of the experience of leading churches every. 
where and write for complete literature on Bausch & Lomb Balop- 
ticons and accessories. 


BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL CO. 
693 St. Paul Street Rochester, N. Y. 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 
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The Business End of a Sunday School 


The bronze Bookmark illustrated herewith, is one of the most attrac- 
tive ‘novelties we have ever put out. It is. 44 inches long; of solid 
bronze, with Hoffmann Head and design etched in black ;.and has a silk 
cord and tassel. It is always suitable as a gift or reward, and is par- 
ticularly appropriate at Easter. This is only one of thousands of items 
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Memory Work Supplies, Wall Charts, 

Gummed Paper Novelties, Children’s Books, Bibles and Testaments, 

and special items for each department of the Sunday School. We also 
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Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed, 


Dear Mother Ruth: You have given such 
good advice to other girls, I also am coming 
for some. I have to be a mission- 
ary. I have felt that my place was in China 
I will be a senior in high school this fall 
and am taking the home economics course. 
I have just learned that I must take Latin 
to be a missionary, and I fear that it is 
too late to changé my course of study. I 
feel that the next choice will be to work 
among orphans in a home for them. Will 
you please suggest what further education 
will be necessary after I graduate from 
high school, allso where I can obtain it? Will 
you also please give me an idea of the nature 
of the work which I might come in touch 
with when working with these dear little 
ones? Do you think that this would be a 
good vocation?—ANXIOUS. 

Y DEAR GIRL: I am deeply in- 

terested in your choice for your life 
work, and am so glad you are deciding 
to give your life to the service of the 
Master. But one fear comes to me, and 
that is, are you choosing without hearing 
God’s voice calling you for the kind of 
service he wants you to enter? He has 
a plan for you, and if his will is made 
clear to you by. the Holy Spirit, you can- 
not make a mistake in the path in which 
you are to walk. But, my dear girl, don’t 
choose for yourself, for human wisdom 
is sure to err, a..d your whole life will be 
a blunder. 

Orphanage work with the little chil- 
dren is most attractive, and if God leads 
you into it, you would find it worth while, 
for they are in need of all the love and 
brightness you can give to them. You 
would have to be willing to do anything 
which comes into home life, giving all 
kinds of attention, such as children need, 
and you would have to be willing to be 
patient and kind under all circumstances, 
and give of yourself at all hours and all 
the time. Dealing with children is a mat- 
ter different from handling material 
things. You are dealing with flesh and 
blood; and, more than that, you are help- 
ing to develop them in character and give 
them training that will reach the soul, 
and help them make the very best of 
themselves, under your personal touch, 
and you should be sure that God calls you 
to that responsible work. The training of 
children to go out into life as citizens in 
our country is no small undertaking, and 
cannot be done as it should: be without 
God. Children are so impressionable, and 
you can lead them to love the good and 
the beautiful, or you can be careless and 
let them go any way which is the easiest. 
They can be handled as members of an 
institution, or they can be guided in all 
the influences of a Christian home life. 
Generally these homes have what they call 
Caretakers. If you held such a position 
you would have your group of eight or 
ten, as it may be, and you would be re- 
sponsible for them in all that pertai s to 
their living, under the rules and regula- 
tions of the institution under which you 
might serve. But all such service ren- 
dered should be as unto the Lord, and one 
undertaking such a position should know 
that she is handling souls for eternity. 

A wonderful work, but oh, my dear 
girl, only go into it or anything else which 
you may enter with a clear knowledge 
that God has a purpose anda plan for 
your life, and knowing that without his 
guidance you will fail to come up to your 
highest and best for this life, and your 
reward in Heaven at last. Don’t “lean 
unto thine own understanding,” but ask 
of him, and he will lead’ you where you 
are best fitted to work and serve, and you 
can win souls and they will be as stars 
in your crown of rejoicing. A helpful 
leaflet on the subject of guidance is called 
“The Highway of Guidance.” It is by 
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James H. McConkey, and may be obtained 
free from him at 1013 Bessemer Build- 
ing, Pittsburgh, Pa, I am sure it will help 
you in making your choice for the future. 


ve 


Lantern Slides on Bible Making 


‘HE American Bible Society has pre- 

pared a new stereopticon lecture “The 
Old Book Finding New Friends” which 
is now available to pastors and religious 
workers. This lecture pictures in an in- 
teresting way the various steps and proc- 
esses involved in translating, printing, 
and distributing the Scriptures. One sec- 
tion is devoted to the special service ren- 
dered in providing Scriptures in Braille 
and other systems suitable for the blind. 

Persons desiring to use this lecture and 
willing to pay return transportation 
chargés may secure it free of cost from 
any of the agency secretaries of the So- 
ciety or through a request sent to the 
American Bible Society, Bible House, 
Astor Place, New York City. 





With the New Books 


Fellowship With God: A Sermon-Se- 
quence on John’s First Epistle. By 
Henry W. Fancher. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York City, $1.25.) Fresh, well 
chosen anecdotes and poetical quotations 
abound. Keeping in close harmony with 
both the aim and the doctrine of the Epis- 
tle the author makes but one or two affir- 
mations te which objection may be taken. 
He might have added a word of warning 
as he quoted from Moffatt’s translation. 
“The Divinity of Christ,” a short thesis 
nearly twenty-five years old, is still up- 
to-date, except that today we are com- 
pelled to use the term “deity.” Should 
the author conclude his work upon the 
Epistle, the alliterative outline will be 
a simple aid when one desires to think 
through the Letter. 


Our Birthright and the Mess of Meat. 
By Jan Karl Van Baalen. (William B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, 
Mich., $2.50.) How many thousands of 
Christian people in the last few years, 
because of the appearance of some false 
teacher in their community, or the dan- 
ger of some loved friend being won over 
to one of the antichristian cults of the 
day, or the reading of some book that has 
upset their own faith in orthodox Chris- 
tianity, have wanted to find some authori- 
tative work that would deal critically 
with the particular system of religion un- 
der consideration only to fail of discover- 
ing anything of real value in their own 
libraries or on the shelves of their book- 
sellers. For all these, and for every loyal 
follower of the faith who would be in- 
formed of the contemporary dangers of 
our American religious life, here is a 
volume to purchase and absorb. Its sec- 
ondary title should have been placed first: 
“Isms of Today Analyzed and Compared 
with the ‘Heidelberg Catechism” — and 
even the last two words could have been 
omitted, for it is the light of the Word 
itself that is thrown upon Satanic errors. 
The false systems considered are Spirit- 
ism, Theosophy, Christian Science, 
Lodgeism, Mormonism, Russellism, Uni- 
tarianism-Modernism, and Bahaism. The 
entire work is abundantly supplied with 
references, and is a scholarly, clear, force- 
ful arraignment of the modern religious 
heresies that so dangerously threaten the 
Christian faith of our country. Some 
of the author’s statements will prove 
startling — but there are his careful ref- 
erences, and for them one is deeply grate- 
ful. Even Masonry is included, and no 
one should feel free to deny the author’s 
criticisms until he has carefully read 
every word. The conclusion of this in- 
valuable study deserves most careful con- 
sideration: “Christianity today is fight- 
ing for its very existence. The outcome 
of the struggle will be either a return to 
the supernatural religion that the Chris- 
tion religion has always been over against 
all other religions, or it will spell a sink- 
ing of nominal Christendom into some one 
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Lesson for April 6 


The Call of the West 


WESTERN CANADA is a Mission Field of great 
need. Over 1& millions rural population. » 
Over 2,000 schoo: districts where the Gospel is never 
preached. Over 100,000 persons in one province 
alone could not attend any kind of religious service 
if they so desired. 

Over school districts in one province where the 
Geopel bas not been preached in over 15 years. 
Thousands of boys and girls without any Gospel 
Lehre, on 

** Speaking to a group of children on the trail a mis- 
sionary as sked if they knew Jesus. A lad replied in 
all seriousness, “Nol where does He live? This 
lad was 19 years old.’ 

roup of school children reported tuat a lady had 

eat in their school and she swore ail the time. A 
lady worker had given them the Gospel for the first 
time. 


THE GRE A west MISSION of the Christian and 
Missiona Niance was established in_x923 and is 
ving fort the Gospel via Gospel car, yee tents, 
Fiorseback riders, . Visitation, School and farm 
house meetings, literature, and rad iio. 
Over 100 adults professed’ conversion in one sum- 
mer. The work:is a faith enterprise, 


PRAYER 1S NEEDED 


Consecrated young men are needed. 
$5,000.00 needed for advance this year. 


Rev. J. H. WOODWARD, 
Supt. Great West Mission 
10940—83rd St., Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. 


Letter from Dr. Bob Jones 


Frienas: Please note : 


First. Bob Jones College begins fourth year 
the tenth day of next September. 
Second We were accredited during our 





ear. 
oad: We have a full four-year college course ; 
a full four-year high school course for boys 
and girls, and beginning next oe on ol we will 
have an orthodox scholarly th seminary. 
Fourth: We are located at Lynn Haven, 
Florida, in the most wonderful dh ho-yeit-vounal 
climate in the world. 
Fifth: If yeu wish racing please write Bob 
lege, Lynn Haven, Flonda. Remember, 
every student receives personal and constant atten- 
tion. Yours truly, Bos Jones. 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
tHE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching a pleasure f 
“I rejoice all the whe & its Baoige Some # to the funda- 
mentals.” Mrs. L. mple copy free. 


__ THE ILLUSTRATOR, ; diene Avenue, New York 


TURN STONES INTO MONEY 


beautiful necklaces of our jewel§ and imita- 

hg precious and semi-precious stones and turn them 

into te real money, We'll show vou how. Earn money 

church work by this plan. Start NOW for big 
Easter business. Write for information today. 


MASTEROPP’ a hae Arce: St;, Pilladelphia, Pe. 


Che Sunday Scyoo! Times 


President and Publisher 
Puivre E. Howarp 
Editor and Vice-President 
Cartes GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 














Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian: subscriptions add 25 cente 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 5@ cents for postage. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

— e 
Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per year. 

The Sunday School Times Compan 

323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphis, Pa. 
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the deification of man, the complete de- 
throning of Christ, and the adoration at 
an early date of him ‘that opposeth and 
exalteth himself against all that is called 
God or that is worshiped; so that he 
sitteth in the temple of God, setting him- 
self forth as God,” 


Souls Set Free. By Amy Wilson-Car- 
michael and others. (The Bible Institute 
Colportage Association, Chicago, cloth 
75 cents, paper 25 cents.) There is noth- 
ing like it, —nothing in all the world 
like the Gospel of Christ which is “the 
power of God unto salvation, to every 
one that believeth.” And glorious indeed 
is any chronicle of those in other lands 
who have heard, believed, lived, and wit- 
nessed to this power. Here in this com- 
pilation, we see a Hindu murderer find 
God in prison, and march to execution 
with radiant face and a perfect stream 
of adoration pouring from his exultant 
heart. We watch an African Christian 
pause in his occupation of washing a 
dirty shirt in midstream, to insist that a 
doubting listener on the bank kneel Gown 
at once and wash his dirty heart in the 
flowing blood of Christ. Now a horrible 
demon-possessed woman of China, so vio- 
lent that she must be chained to the floor, 
is fasted and prayed for, until she finds 
miraculous deliverance through the power 
of His Name. Again, a South American 
woman, a vindictive, persecuting Cath- 
olic, turns out to prayer- meeting one 
night, and during the song, “Ring the 
Bells of Heaven,” becomes a new creature 
in Christ Jesus. And so on through the 
gallery of God’s masterpieces, painted on 
human hearts and lives. It is a book 
wherein VICTORY is written large, in 
letters, the earth side of which may seem 
all blood and fire now, but on the Heaven- 
ward side it is all glory! 


Prohibition and Prosperity. By Sam- 
uel Crowther. (The John Day Co., New 
York, $1.) No one will question the 
statement that Prohibition is one of the 
vital issues of today, regarding which 
every citizen should know the ground 
whereon he stands, and should stand 
firmly for what he knows. But most 
people face the matter with a belligerent 
attitude, forgetting that arguments can 
never present as solid a foundation as 
facts. These facts Mr, Crowther gives 
in astounding and conclusive array. 

There has been a good deal of “fanati- 
cal hysteria” both for and against Pro- 
hibition as a moral issue, and the author 
shows first that both sides lose sight of 
the fact that Congress passed the Eight- 
eenth Amendment. while we were at war, 
not as a moral but as an economic measure. 
In his mind, the main question should now 
be: ‘Does Prohibition make for the 
prosperity of the nation?” Are the work- 
ingmen, who make up three-fourths of our 
population, spending more or less money 
for liquor than before the days of the 
open saloon? Placing on one side all the 
financed lawlessness, bootlegging racket, 
night clubs, and debauchery of youth, and 
on the other, workingmen’s increased ef- 
ficiency, owned homes, motor cars, sav- 
ing accounts and advanced education, — 
does the balance favor Prohibition? That 
it does, unquestionably, is Mr. Crowther’s 
emphatic assertion, to substantiate which 
he has interviewed most of our country’s 
leading men of affairs. On one occasion 
he sent out hundreds of telegrams to 
corporation heads, and out of all replies 
received only one considered the work- 
ingman as spending more instead of less 
for liquor. Many of these business leaders 
are opposed to the Eighteenth Amend- 
ment, yet they admit that from an indus- 
trial and national viewpoint Prohibition 
is a success. Money that formerly went 
over the bar now passes over the counter 
for goods. Increased consumption means 
increased production, which in turn per- 
mits increased wages. All of which places 
our nation second to none in the financial 
status of its laboring -classes. 

Perhaps Mr. Crowther does not give 
enough prominence to the fact that Pro- 
hibition is just as truly a moral issue, 
but, as he says, to debate the question from 
this standpoint often rubs the fur the 
wrong way and wins nothing. While if 
it is broadcast and proved that “Prohibi- 
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Red silk cloth binding, 
title gold stamped. 


What Other Churches Say 
“I think Praise and Service Songs is 
the best hook I have ever seen. Our 
people are so well pleased with. them 
that they | are purchasing them for 
home use.” 

“We have received two état of Praise 
and Service Songs and find we are 
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Praise and Serviee 


Songs 


Has Proven Its Power 
in Sunday Schools 
Throughout 
the Nation 


Contains 263 musical num- 
bers; also 10 Orders of Wor- 
ship, 8 Scripture : Selections, 
and 10 Worship Services. 
Fully adapted to all needs of 
Christian education—sound 
in Faith and Doctrine.’ 


Unrivalled Completeness 


Keeps an active school well supplied 
with good new material for many 
years. The needs of every depart- 
ment are adequately met. The gen- 
eral suggestions, together with 
Orders of Worship including choral 
responses, will be of help to every 
Superintendent or Director of Re 
ligious Education. 

Thesongs cover all special occasions including 
Solos, Patriotic Ratlies, Christmas,.Easter, etc, 


Popular with — nal pate school = 
chestras—tully orchestra’ r 

in.5 volumes. Orchestrations, single copy, 
$2.10. Complete, 5 volumes, 7 instruments, 
$10.00 postpaid. 
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In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised 


in this paper, you will oblige the publishers, as well as the advertiser, 


by stating that you saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 











vangel © Aniversit 
Nhe Jngaltible Word of Sod 











CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
“THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
SCHOOL OF GosPEL Music 


NURSES’ TRAINING SCHOOL 


MISSIONARY MEDICAL SCHOOL Corian Tate fe, Lim“ 


In the Greater New York Metropolitan District 


An evangelical, premillennial institu- 
tien that deserves your heartiest support. 


A stronghold ot the Cld Faith loca- 
ted on the very battlefield of modemism. 


Please ‘pray for this work of tain. 
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Can You Convince 


That Doubting Friend ? 


These two helps have done 
just that in countless cases 


The Testament for Fishers of Men 


8S Higa little book contains 24 pages of new and original helps 
for ‘‘fishers of men,’’ and it is endorsed by leaders as the 
best for Personal Work and Personal Study. Chapters subdivided 
with headings indicate the subjects treated. Dr. R. A. Torrey 
said of this, ‘‘ Decidedly the most popular and helpful New Tes- 
tament in use today. The more I see of the Testament the 
better I like it.’’ Printed in clear black-face type on India paper. 
Price, $1.00 in French Morocco, limp. 


A Lawyer and the Bible. By /. H. Linton 


HE remarkable series by ‘‘ a Christian Lawyer ’’ that appeared 

in the TiMEs early in 1929 is now available in this book. Mr. 
Linton meets rationalists on their own ground, squarely facing 
the evidence — and the result is a thrilling story of his dealings 
with rationalists and their unbelief, and the joy of seeing them 
completely swung over to the old faith. This book offers what can 
well be called a compendium of Christianevidences. Price, $1.50. 


How You Can Get These Books 


O ABOUT 14,000 Times subscribers (at the individual rate) 

two extra copies of this issue are being mailed, in the earnest 
hope that these 14,000 ‘‘ members of the family ’’ will be glad'to 
put these specimen copies into the hands of friends who should 
know more about the Times, and what it can do for them in 
Sunday-school teaching and management, in Bible study, and in 
the study of the deeper Christian life. 











And in addition to distributing these specimen copies, we 
want to have these friends on our list of Get Acquainted sub- 
scribers, so that they may test the paper for a period of a few 
weeks. To this end we are offering the two books described 
above. If-you will send us eight Ten Weeks Get Acquainted 
subscriptions at twenty-five cents each, we will send you a copy 
of ‘‘A Lawyer and the Bible.’’ For five Get™Acquainted sub- 
scriptions we will send you a copy of “ The Testament-for Fishers 
of Men.’’ And for twelve .of. these .subscriptions-we will be glad 
to send both books. 


This 


Eight trial subscriptions to THE 
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Five trial: subscriptions to THE 




















A Lawyer and eg Se TR 1.50 
The Testament for Fishers of I ccaecascaiy see 1.00 


All three for only $3.00. $5.50 












No indeed, this offer is not confined to the individual sub- 
scribers! Any Times subscriber may take advantage of this 
special offer. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
323 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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| tion is the greatest blow that ever struck 
poverty,” there is a chance that many 
fine but misguided and misinformed peo- 
ple may become ardent supporters of this 
one of our nation’s greatest laws. 


b) 3 
Letters from Readers 


To the Editor: In a small Sunday-school 
of scarcely fifty in attendance, like the one 
in which the writer is one of the teachers, 
the question of organizing ways and means 
of inducing punctuality, memorizing of 
Scripture, and other practical results for 
Christ, is ever bobbing up, seemingly be- 
cause the usual props of larger schools 
are lacking. 

The most frequent suggestion is to do, 
or say, Or arrange something — which 
will make the backward ones follow the rest 
for the sake of some share in the limelight 
and praise for good works. 

As I understand it, Sunday-school is an 
institution for soul-winning and growth in 
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour, as much as any assembly for wor- 
ship among grown-ups. The cry of the true 
saint is, “Not by might, ... but by my 
spirit,” “In me. dwelleth no good thing,” 
pet He that glorieth, let him glory in the 
Lor 

Pride in a child’s heart is just as abomin- 
able to God as in any other. Some adults 
can endure praise and humbly pass it on to 
Him to whom all praise belongs. But chil- 
dren, knowing less of the depravity of man, 
are more susceptible to  self-exaltation. 
Praise is often a social danger, stirring up 
jealousies and egoism among young folks. 
To appeal to a child’s self-respect and de- 
cency is one thing, but this is another. 

Sunday-schools ought to practice what 
they teach. The Word of God is held up 
there as power and life. The teachers ought 
to rely more upon it to enliven and stir 
the children, by using it to bring conviction 
through the Holy Spirit. Examples have 
been cited to show that little ones of very 
tender age have grasped and acted upon 
simple truths “as unto God.” 

I believe the appeal for being on time, 
learning a given verse, bringing others, dis- 
regarding handy excuses for being absent, 
joining reverently in prayer, avoiding .mis- 
chief, and kindred other good works should 
be, not to their pride, but to their Christian 
sincerity and godliness; to their loyalty and 
gratitude toward God, as a loving, practical 
devotion. I believe the teacher should pray 
for these results and ask the class to share 
in the prayer. The desirability of winning 
God’s praise should be stressed, and ways 
and means of impressing little tots and 
juniors of their Christian duties to the Sun- 
day-school ought to be as serious as the 
lessons. 

Some sincere Christians claim that little 
children cannot be expected to respond by 
appeals to such Serious things as devotion 
to the school for Christ’s sake, rather than 
for the sake of praise, or for some star, 
banner, prize, or privilege. 

I do not say that these helps cannot be 
used in their rim place, but I do say that 
praise, as applied to humans, is next door 
to pride, and we all haee (or should) what 
a snare of Satan that is. I do believe that 
children can be dealt with individually (not 
as a class in public) and rewarded privately 
by prizes or stars or other helps to visual- 
ize their personal record, and have it all 
grounded upon the fundamental that they 
owe it to God— not to the teacher, or the 
school, or to the opportunity of being recog- 
nized. 

An authority on self-government among 
boys and girls of high school age whom I 
have learned to respect has said: “It is 
unreasonable to have prominent men laud 
young people to the skies and tell them how 
very important they are today and expect 
them to take up their tasks tomorrow.” 

The same truth spiritually applied is that 
it is unreasonable to have prominent leaders 
in church or Sunday-school praise the pupils 
in public and tell them how important their 
class is today, and expect them <as older 
Christians tomorrow to be humble church 
members willing to serve “as unto God” in 
spite of the usual slights, gossip, slurs, and 
thankless results. 

As a teacher of a class of Intermediate 
boys I have not lived up to my ideal as 
much as I know I can and should, but I am 
praying, and using Scripture trustfully, with 
a background of belief such as I have stated 
here at length. I feel that there must be 
something wrong with Sunday-school wor- 
ship if it does not draw a Godward response 
upon any other basis than human praise.— 
A Connecticut reader. 
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Do not have your concert first, and 
then tune your instrument afterwards. 
Begin the day with the Word of God and 





prayer, and get first of all into harmony 
: with Him—Hudson Taylor. 
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Fakujee —“ Light- Giver” 


A True Story 
By A. O. Stott 


AKUJEE was in a regular black tem- 

per, compared with which his dusky 
skin was white! He sat hunched up, 
scowling at the other boys merrily climb- 
ing trees in the school compound, seem- 
ing quite indifferent to the heat of the 
blazing Indian sun. 

He had, alas! started the day all 
wrong. He had got up late so that his 
breakfast cake of coarse millet had to be 
stuffed into his pocket. Then at morn- 
ing prayers he had been discovered by 
a prefect in sneaking off with a geography 
book which he had managed to hide in 
his tunic. This meant a punishment that 
would curtail all play for two weeks, and 
Fakujee was very keen on sport. 

Altogether he was just mad at every- 
thing and everybody, and when he saw 
the English Master coming across the 
compound, he suddenly dashed into the 
thick bushes. No one happened to notice 
him, so he crept along under the heavy 
foliage to a point where the road could 
be seen. Just at this spot he saw a 
farmer’s cart laden with thick millet 
stalks, and in a sudden spirit of mischief 
he leaped in and covered himself com- 
pletely with the millet stalks. The half- 
blind old farmer noticed nothing, for he 
was busy urging forward his oxen. 

Fakujee wondered what would happen 
when he stopped somewhere to sell his 
millet, but, to his relief, the cart ambled 
along all day till it finally came to the 
freight station, where it stopped. 

It was already dark now, and the boy 
had had only his bit of breakfast cake. 
So he was feeling very hungry. He was 
beginning to feel a little afraid, but he 
must go through with this adventure 
now, though he had no idea where he 
was going. Note home, anyway, where 
his stepfather would certainly punish him 
cruelly, now that his mother was dead. 

Before the cart was unloaded in the 
early dawn, the boy heard an early goods 
train rumbling into the depot. Quick as 
a flash he dashed across the rail track 
and up into an open wagon and slipped 
down between some bales of raw cotton. 
His fortune certainly seemed great, for 
among the bales were some huge bundles 
of sugar cane, and these quenched his 
terrible thirst during the next four days’ 
journey till “the goods” arrived at Bom- 


ay. 

On arrival he hurried off to the docks, 
for he had made up his mind to stow- 
away on some foreign steamer. 

Next evening, as he was hanging about 
a crowded part of the wharf, he suc- 
ceeded in boarding a small tramp steamer 
behind a man selling fruit. Standing 
carefully hidden by one of the ship’s 
hatches, he noticed a lascar youth clumsily 
trimming and filling a ship’s lantern. Now, 
if there was one thing Fakujee could do 
well, it was attending to lamps. His 
school was an old-fashioned building, and 
he had excelled in this duty. 

In a moment Fakujee had forgotten 
a he was, and impulsively offered his 

elp 

“What are you doing here?” said the 
youth angrily seizing him roughly and 
calling the foreman. Fakujee was ter- 
ribly frightened when the head lascar ap- 
peared, but his agile wits made up a story 
immediately, which the man did not be- 
lieve in the least. Yet he saw that it 
might serve his own ends. He had been 
told by the captain to get an extra galley 
boy, and had forgotten all about it in 
enjoying himself ashore, and they were 
due to sail at midnight! The boy was 
desperately keen on a job on board, and 
the foreman could see he belonged to a 
low caste from up-country, so his people 
would be unlikely to make any fuss. 
Moreover, it might be true that he really 
was an orphan and had no home. 

So Fakujee became galley boy on the 
small tramp steamer, but, alas! he would 
likely have gone from bad to worse had 
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they not taken on at one of the foreign 
ports a new cook, a French Protestant 
called André. This man was a true light- 
bearer wherever he went, and immediately 
showed a real interest in Fakujee. 

The boy was beginning to tire of his 
rough sea life and longed to be back in 
his own country again. In fact, he was 
“fed up” with everything, seeing the hard 
rough life with frequent severe punish- 
mefits was so absolutely different from 
the gay adventure-filled time he had ex- 
pected. 

André proved a real friend to him, and 
when he got to know the lad’s story 
he urged him to live and serve the Sav- 
iour of whom he had heard so much in 
the Mission School. Fakujee might have 
turned a deaf ear to André, but it hap- 
pened that just at that time he met with 
a bad accident which crippled him for 
life. It was during those days of great 
pain and misery before they reached Bom- 
bay that Fakujee sought and found for- 
giveness. 

Today there is a clever young engineer 
in charge of the electric plant that sup- 
plies all the Mission buildings with light 
in a large Indian city. ‘He is lame, but 
his ability is quite remarkable, and he 
works heart and soul at his job. It is 
none other than Fakujee whom the In- 
dians call “the light-giver” because he is 
responsible. for making the fine illumina- 
tions in the buildings. Fakujee has in- 
deed. been a spiritual light-bearer to many, 
both old and young in the place, for he 
has learned that the task most worth do- 
ing in life is to witness for his heavenly 
Master. 


WortHING, SuSSEX, Enc. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





April 13. Why Everybody Needs Christ. John 
14 3 I-11. 

April 20. Why We Believe We Live For- 
ever. John 11 : 23-26; Mark 12:26, 27. 
(Easter.) 

April 27. What Is a “Useful Life’? 2 Tim. 
223-15, 21, 22. 

May 4. How May We Find Our Life-Work? 
Psa. 119 : 1053 Jas. 1 : 5-7. (Vocations Day.) 


—_— 


Sunday, April 6 
What Is Involved in Deciding for 
Christ? 


(Rom. 10 : 8-1 5.) (Consecration Meet- 
ing. 





Mon.—Hearing about Christ (Matt. 13: 
1-9, 18-23). 

Tues.—Faith. in Christ (Mark 16: 16). 

Wed.—Change of mind (repentance) (Acts 


3:19). 

Thurs.—Resolution to turn (conversion) 
(Luke 15 : 11-19). 

Fri—Obedience to Christ (Matt. 28: 

19, 20). - 

Sat. Witnessing for Christ (Matt. 10: 
22, 23). 











How help people decide for Christ? 
Why must we break away from our sins? 


Why is faith necessary in deciding for 
Christ? 


|* IS not enough to bring a drowning 
; manor a suffocating person out into 
the fresh air. There may be an unlim- 
ited supply of pure air all about him. 
But it will be of no avail unless some- 
how it can be gotten into the man’s lungs 
in regular supply, and so artificial respira- 
tion or a pulmotor is used until the man 
can breathe for himself. 

Salvation is just as free as air. But 
we can live among Christians and:amid 
the influences of the church and of Chris- 
tianity and yet have all of this mean 
nothing to us personally, until by faith 
we accept the Lord Jesus Christ as our 
personal Saviour and receive new life 
from God. 

Paul states this truth clearly in our 
Scripture lesson when he says, “Whoso- 
ever shall call upon the name of the 
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whom they have not believed?” (Rom. 
10: 13, 14.) 


As we follow on in our Scripture les- 
son, we see the steps necessary in a de- 
cision for Christ. First there must be 
the Gospel (v. 15). A well-known Bible 
teacher once said that we must remem- 
ber that the Gospel is not good advice, 
but Good News. It does not tell us what 
we must do to be saved. It tells us what 
Christ has done that we may be saved. 
This is the first move toward a decision 
for Christ. Notice that God made the 
first move, for he was “not willing that 
any should perish,” but he “so loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten 
Son.” i 


Next there must be a preacher (v. 14). 
It is not inconceivable that God might 
have perfected some plan for salvation 
wheréin man would not be a necessary 
factor. But the Bible tells us that God 
has chosen to employ men as his agents 
for spreading the Good News. Through 
human agencies he has preserved the writ- 
ten Word, and through human channels 
he is sending out that Word today to the 
uttermost parts of the ‘earth,;~ either 
through the printcd page or the spoken 
message of Christian missionaries, 
preachers, and teachers. 

$e 
The next step in-a decision for Christ 
is belief (v. 14). Just.as a drowning man 
cannot enjoy the benefits of the pure air 
all about him until he takes, through arti- 
ficial respiration, a supply of air into his 
own lungs, so men cannot receive the 
blessings of salvation until they are will- 
ing to receive in their hearts by faith 
what God has done for them. 
We should notice here that it is not 
a matter of giving ourselves to God. This 
cannot be done until we have first received 
the Lord Jesus Christ as our life and as 
our Saviour. All we can do to be saved 
is to reach out our hand by faith and 
accept what God has done for us. Only 
our unwillingness to accept his gift can 
keep us from Christ. 

Se 
The next step Paul mentions is calling 
upon the Lord (vs. 13, 14). This makes 
it plain that the mere assent of the mind 
is not enough. It is possible to believe 
that there was such a person as the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and even to believe that he 
died for the sins of the world, and yet 
not be saved. When we call upon the 
name of the Lord we acknowledge our 
need of him and voice our acceptance of 
his provision for our need. 


$e 

Once we have truly seen our need of 
Christ the confession of our sins is bound 
to come. e cannot truly call upon the 
name of the Lord if we are not repentant 
for our misdoings. 


Notice, too, that there is a step that 
comes after a decision for Christ has 
been made. It is an important one, and 
Satan will seek to rob us of the blessing 
that comes through it, by making us 
afraid to appear foolish in front of our 
friends. It is confession of the Lord 
Jesus Christ before men. 

It is a necessary step, for until we have 
confessed him before men, we cannot 
truly witness for him. 

It is important because through such a 
confession God strengthens our faith and 
uses us to help others. 

A confession of Christ before men, 
while it may bring on persecution, never- 
theless helps ts to resist temptation 
through the knowledge that others know 
of our stand and are expecting more from 
re: than from those who have not accepted 

im. 

Then, too, a public confession of Christ 
enables others to see that we are sincere 
in the decision we have made and that 
we mean to stick by it. 


ve 
How am I helping others to decide for 
Christ ? 
What are they seeing in my life as to 
the sincerity of my decision for him? 
How many have I this year brought to 


a definite decision of accepting Christ as 
their Saviour ? 





Lord shall be’ saved.” But he continues, 
“How then shall they call on him in 





free to Pastor, 


EASTER PRAISES. 


satisfactory of all. 
Cloth binding only 50 cents. 
copy. All (except Helper) sent for examination. 


HALL-MACK CO., 21st & Arch Sts., Phila., Pa. 


National Music Co., Western. Selling. Agents, 218 St. 





Samples of ie services of songs, recitations, etc. 
upt., or Committee. These, only, 


are free of charge. 


EASTER HELPER, No. 16—28 cents 

A book of songs, recitations, drills, pantomimes, etc. 
EASTER SPECIALS, No. 6—25 cents 
Five special numbers for "teen age. 
SUNRISE IN THE GARDEN—Pageant. 25 cents 


Interesting, thrilling presentation of the Easter 


message. 


THE CALVARY WAY. Story Cantata. 30 cents 
For schools or chorus of young people. 

25 cents, $2.00 a dozen 
A special service for Children’s Division only. 
THE CALL TO PRAISE 

Children’s Division Hymnal is pronounced the most 
A wonderfully helpful hymnal. 
Send for examination 
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The Times 


Book Service 
OFFERS 


A convenient method of order- 
ing books reviewed or mentioned 
in the Times. 


Just one order can include books from sev- 
eral sources. The Times Book Service 
will gather them for you, and ship them 
carefully packed, postpaid. 


H. TRUMBULL HOWARD 
Conducting a = Service for The Sunday 
imes. 


401 West Durham Road,Philadelphia,Pa. 
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“I prefer American Bible 
Society bonds before 
many. others, first and fore- 
most because they are an 
investment for eternity.’’ 


leased 





after I have gone gives me 
pleasure.’’ 
~ 


“One attractive feature of 
your annuity bond agree- 
ment is that it pays 2 
substantial income to 

muitame as long as he 
lives; and pays it 
prompdy.” 


“The ching most grati' 

to me is the peraclfyins 
that after I am gone my 
money will still be at 
work. That is, it means 
ermanency of Gospel 
roclamation.”’ 
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“I am now past seventy 
one, and have money in- 
vested’ in other ways that 
give me trouble and anx- 
iety; but the income from 
your annuity bond 2 
ment comes as regularly as 
the seasons.”’ 
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“I have a real joy in the 
thought that I can. have a 
share in the truly wonder- 
ful work the Bible Society 
is doing for the whole 
world. I consider this is the 

best investment I have ever 
| ao 


A 


Roa A A A A A 





; 








PHILADELPHIA, 


es 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
The Bible House, Astor Place, New York, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: 1 would like to learn about the plan which assures as 
high as 9% according to Please with 


out obligation 
Bonds’’- 


age. send me v 
on my part your booklet No. 6S.S. entitled “Bibles and 
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LADY BIRD 


by Grace 
Livingston Hill 
Fraley, fresh from 
that dangerous night 
in the wilderness, 
was in no mood for cocktails in dissi- 
pated New York, where a situation no 
less dangerous awaited her. $2.00 


THE 
WHITE LADY 
by Marcia MacDonald 
Haunted houses, fire, ghosts... what 
adventures befell Constance Wetherill 
-in her search for fortune, with love 
beckoning at the end! Four illustrations 
with frontispiece in color. $1.75 


THE 
PRODIGAL GIRL 
awe by Grace 
Livingston Hill 
Betty Thornton went 
with the fastest set in 
town—until her father 
found out. And then 


» &L 1 painfully, she finds her 
way to romance and happiness. $2.00 


LIPPINCOTT 


WASHINGTON SQ. PHILADELPHIA 

















Boys and Girls 
We'll give you $1.00 in cash 
and a eversharp Rite Rite 
mechanical pencil with a clip, 
lead and eraser for selling ten 
of our beautiful mottoes. 


Clip this notice and mail it to 
us to get the free interesting 
plans. State your name, age 
and address. 
boys and girls and even grown 
folks, are now selling for us. 
Write us today. 
GOSPEL TRUMPET OO. 
Dept. S. M. Anderson, Ind. 
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interestimg than a game. Tt makes a strong appeal to 
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( For Family Worship / 


3 By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. ) 


Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 





66 A RE we walking in the flesh or in| 
The. days become in- | 


the Spirit? 
creasingly perilous for the Christian. 
There are so many pseudo-genuine move- 
ments prevailing — movements springing 
from the flesh and not from the Spirit; 
and spiritual discernment has all but dis- 
appeared from the Church of God. Also, 
the rapid pace at which we are compelled 
to live is the inveterate foe of spiritual 
life. Material acquisitions have multi- 
plied, bringing with them perplexing re- 
sponsibilities and much anxious care, and 
the times generally have become bewil- 
dering in their uncertainty and rapid 
change. Yet everywhere are found true, 
humble believers, who have not followed 
after the general apostasy, but they are 
troubled and often isolated and even per- 
secuted. What consolation is brought by 
the word from Haggai 2:5: ‘According 
to the word that I covenanted with you 
... SO my spirit remaineth among you: 
fear ye not,’ and in the ninth verse of 
the same chapter: ‘In this place will 
I give peace.’”—Beélgian Gospel Mission 
Bulletin. 


March 31 to April 6 
Mon.—Matthew 16: 13-20. Confessing Christ. 


Klausner, Orthodox Hebrew biographer 
of Christ, gives him such recognition as 
Jews of Peter’s day —great, but a mere 
prophet. So do thousands of Jews today. 
The Modernists concede that He is the 
greatest of all human sons of God, but 
not the unique Son. “But ye— whom 
say ye?” (v. 15, literal.) There is eager 
emphasis in our Lord’s question, and an 
exalted joy in his pronunciation of the 
first personal beatitude — upon Peter and 





| upon us as represented by him in this 


vital confession. 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
Unevangelised Africa Mission (536 
South Hope Street, Los Angeles, Cal.) ; 
for the ten missionaries in the two sta- 
tions opened last year southwest of Lake 
Edward, Belgian Congo; for eighty native 
boy Christians; for one doctor .on the 
field and anather volunteering to go; 
for the million Christless natives in the 
Lake Kiva station; for a doctor equip- 
ped to treat tropical diseases, to go to 
Rafai, French Equatorial Africa. 


Tues.—Matthew 16: 21-28. Self-Denial. 


Simon, son of Jonas, was not only the 
original “son of the Dove,” representing 
the multitudes of others flocking to the 


| Dovecote in the Rock, but he is our rep- 


resentative as he failed to heed the com- 
mand in verse 24. lf we fail to deny 
our entire self (not merely some thing), 
we are in danger of denying our Lord, 
too. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Boys’ Christian Home Mission at Dhond, 
Poona District, India; for Mr. John 
E. Norton, returned after furlough; 
for Miss. Margaret Sveinsen, returned on 
furlough to her home in Iceland; for Mr. 
and Mrs. Derr, Mr. and Mrs. Stewart, 
Miss Sloane, Miss Grieger, Miss Richie, 
Teachers Hiwale and Patekar; for the 
eight unwanted babies adopted, and all 
the school boys; for gifts of two dollars 
a month each to clothe and educate the 
boys, and three dollars a month to care 
for the babies, 

Wed.—1 Peter 2: 18-25. Patience in Suffering. 

Writing primarily to Jews (1:1) who 
have at last accepted Jesus as their suf- 
fering Messiah—and Peter himself 
could not “bear” the Isaiah 53 vision un- 
til after the resurrection — seemingly with 
the full picture of the Lord’s Passion in 


_ his mind, the leader of the Twelve says 


that if a man “with the consciousness of 


; God” (2:10, literal) -~not mere stoical 


patience — endure wrong treatment, it is 
thankworthy with Ged (v. 20, where “ac- 
ceptable” is the same “thankworthy” as 





in v. 19). God is grateful to us for pa- 
tiently following in the Via Dolorosa 
paths of his beloved Son! 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray 
American Field Director for ‘the Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission (C. G. Trumbull, 
Treasurer, 325 North Thirteenth Street, 
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for an} 


Philadelphia) ; for sustained giving this | 
year, as gifts are not keeping up with | 


growth; pray for a number of sick among 


the mission force; for Mr. and Mrs. Nor- | 


ton, the Directors, and present homeland 
mission work; for new stations; for 
thirty-eight persons in danger of excom- 
munication for attending the opening day 
at Huy. 


Thurs.—Hebrews 12 : 1-7. Enduring the Cross. 


Our Lord endured the cross, in prep- 
aration in Gethsemane; in patiently bear- 
ing the terrible physical agony, and the 
awful separation from the Father, even 
spurning the temptation in the taunts of 
the crucifiers, 
cross,’ as He could have done. “I am 
crucified with Christ,” Paul tells me (Gal. 
2:20); and my three awful enemies, the 
world, the flesh, and the Devil, cry to me 
often, “Come down from the cross” on 
which the Lord took your human nature 
to crucifixion. God help us all to let 
the Lord keep us crucified with him. 

PRAYER Succestions: Pray for the 
work of the Inland South America Mis- 
sionary Union, Inc. (the Rev. Joseph A. 
Davis, Secretary, 113 Fulton Street, New 
York); especially at Iquitos, Peru, the 
ten thousand-inhabitant, rubber-built city 
in the jungle with its hundreds and hun- 
dreds of miles for river evangelism; for 
the new launches and moter; for the Rev. 
and Mrs. William R. Hurley and baby, 
Mr. and Mrs.-E. H. Lauriault and baby, 
and the Rev. H. W.-Stahlman, all at 
Iquitos, and for Miss Olive E. Roberts 
at Buena Vista, near Iquitos. 

Fri.—1 Corinthians 1 : 18-25. 
The Power of the Cross. 

Alford says that verse 18 may be legiti- 
mately paraphrased like this: “For the 
doctrine of the cross is to them who are, 
through unbelief, on the way to everlast- 
ing perdition, foolishness; but to us who 
are by Christ in the course of being 
saved, it is the power of God’ —that is, 
“the perfection of God’s power.” In com- 
pletely and successfully dealing with the 
sin question we see God’s power in its 
noblest manifestation. 

PRAYER SuccGEsTIONS: Pray for the 
Pocket Testaments given to every child 
over seven years of age in the Bernado 
Homes in England; pray for the supply 
of funds to feed and clothe the thousands 
of children (Miss Effie Bentham, The 
Towers, Scarborough, Eng.) 


Sat.—2 Timothy 4: 1-8. 
The Reward of Suffering. 

The suffering for which not only Paul 
but we shall be rewarded comes from 
keeping the faith and loving his appear- 
ing. We need not only certainly to be in 
the faith (“Examine yourselves, whether 
ye be in the faith”), but to keep it. 
Admitting that there should be no con- 
troversy between Modernism and .Funda- 
mentalism is not keeping the faith. De- 
claring that the coming of the Lord may 
be a thousand years away; and that it is 
too unpopular and unnecessary a doctrine 
to teach, is not loving his appearing. 

PraYER SucGGestTions: Pray for Mr. 
H. H. Coleman, General Secretary of 
the North East India General Mission 
(1213 Pennsylvania Building, Philadel- 
phia), new on the field reorganizing the 
work; pray for the native Council and all 
the workers in Manipur and Tripura 
States, Assam and Burma; pray for a 
revival in the field of hundreds of already 
convicted natives. 


Sun.—Isaiah 53:7-12. The Cross Exalted. 
In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time; 
All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 
PRAYER SucGESTIONS: Pray for all men 
everywhere, and all Christian workers 
everywhere, both in home and mission 
lands; pray especially for workers to get 
out into the untouched corners of the 
earth, where the cross has never yet been 
preached. 
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